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S ER MON 


AcTs ii. 42. 
eAnd they continued ſtedfaſtly, inthe e Apo- 


(Hes Dodtrin, and Fellowſhip and in 
By "__ of Bread: and in Prayer. 


Hey of whom this is ſaid, 
Tz were that Multicude of Peo- 
18 ple whom the Apoſtles firſt 
vx converted to the Chriſtian 
aich. All together in one 
WG TERS iwvord, they are called the 
Church ia the laſt verſe of this Chapter. Which 
being obſerved, it will ſoon appear what we 
are to learn from theſe wards. © | 
They teach us, Firſt, What the Chutch of 
Chriſt was in the Apoſtles days. 
| 4 1 Secondly, 
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Secondly, What Church is now a true Mem- 
ber or Branch of it. 
Thirdly, That, having ſuch a Church, it is 
our duty to continue in it. : 

Accordingly in my diſcourſe on theſe words, 
I ſhallendeavour to ſhew you, | 

Firſt, a deſcription of that Original Church 
by all it's Tokens and Characters; which are 
deſcribed in my Text to have been, 

Firſt, the Apoſtles Doctrin, 

Secoudly, their Fellowfhip, 

Thirdly, their Sacraments, Breaking of Bread, 

Fourthly, their N'orſhip of God, and Prayers. 
Second y, I ſhall conſider what Church in 
our days hath thoſe Characters of the Origi- 
nal Church. I ſhall ſhew, they are very con- 
fuled in that Church which will own them 
in no other: They are through Gods blef- 
fing, in great Purity and Perfection in our 
Church. 

Laſtly, I ſhall ſhew that it is the Duty of 
every Chriſtian to continue ſtedfaſtly; firft 
in the Church that hath theſe Characters, and 
fecondly in theſe things that are the Characters 
of the Church, and thirdly to live ſutably to 
them in his whole Converſation. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, before I ſpeak of the Characters of a 
true Church, I ought to ſhew in few words 
what it is that is to be known by them. 

The Church, Eccleſia, among Chriſtians in 
the largeſt uſe of the word, is the whole 
| Mulcitude of Believers joyned together in one 
Body or Society under one Head 7 us Chriſt. 
In the Nicene Creed it is called, the Catholic 
Apoſtolic Church. Apoſtolic, becauſe it was plan- 
ted at firſt by the Apoſtles, and till retains 
the Characters of their Original Church. Ca- 
tholic, that is, Univerſal; (for that is the plai. 
ner Engliſh word,) becaule it is made up of 
all thoſe Particular Churches, of which ev 
one hath theſe Characters in my Text, and is 
therefore a true part of the Catholic or Uni- 
verſal. | | 

For the word Catholic, as fond of it as they 
are now in the Roman Church, It any Chriſti- 
an of Rome, for ſome ages after Chriſt, had 
heard any one ſay I am a Catholic, he would 
not have been able to have gueſt what Religi- 
on he had meant. But when the Greeks had 
uſed the word . in their language; 
Firſt, to diſtinguiſh the Chriſtian Church as ex- 
tending to all Nations, from the Jewiſh which 
was confined to one Nation in particular; Af, 

A'3 ter 
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rerwards to diſtinguiſh the Common Chriſti- 
anity, which was in all parts of the World, 
from that of a Sect which ſprang up in 
lome particular Country : After this, the 
word Catholic was taken up by them of the 
Roman Church. And in proceſs of time they 
came to diſtinguiſh themſelves by it, from the 
Greeks, and from thoſe of the ocher Eaſtern 
Churches that firſt uſed it. 

It could not but ſeem very ſtrange to the 
Greeks, to ſee them of the Roman Church, 
whole Communion extended no farther at 
that time, than only to the Weſt part of Eu- 
rope; that they ſhould call the Roman Church 
che Catholie, or Univerſal, in Oppoſition to the 
Grecks, and to all other Chriitians, that then 
poſſeſt, not only all the reſt of this Europe, 
bur all that was Chriſtian in Afric and Aſia 
beſides. But this is not ſtrange to any one 
that conſiders, how natural it is for men of 
any Sect to make a great Buſineſs about 
Words. As they are apt to beſtow the worſt 
words chey can find upon their Adverſaries, ſo 
with rhe ſame Partiality they are ready to ap- 
propriate the good ones to themſelves. Thus 
the Jews will have none but themiſelves to be 
the children of Abraham, The Turks will have 


none 


— 
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none but themſelves to be called Muſulmans, 
Believers, I he Arrian Heretics, in their Day, 
would allow none but themlelves to be . ( Lucifer, 
(a) It tley of the Roman Communion will be the 9 _ 
only Catholics now, who can help it? But we ;. 70 
{hall not allow ic them, till they can prove all 7 79. 
other Chriſtians to be Schiſmatics , and/us-in © 
Proſper. Ch. 
particular; Which weill be tried in the iſſue of tum ene 
this De ic. Marctani A. 
Victor Vi- 
The mean while to give the word its Origi- ris 1. 17. 
nal uſe, the Catholic Church (as I have ſhewn) se 
ſignifies the Univerſal. And by the Univerſal — 
Church () we mean that which from this Head (2 is - y 
in my Text came to diſperſe it ſelf into all c, 7. we 


parts of the inhabited World. The Or iginal © * fros a 
of this Church Univerſal was that Church ee, yt 
which the Apoſtles planted firit at Jeruſalem ; is beginning, 
Therein tollowing the Command of our Sa- 
viour Who bade them, Go , preach to all Nations, Lale xxiv. 
beginning at Jeruſalem. The Body of this Uni. 
verſal Church conſiſts of all thoſe, whether 
National, or Leſs, that are called Particu- 
lar Churches. Which were either derived 
from that Original Church in that age; ſuch 
as Were, thole le Churches of Alia, and 
the owt ich are mentioned in Scripuure: 
or that have been derived from them by 

any 
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any after Converſion, in whatſoever Country 
or Age. | 
Theſe Particular Churches are many, as the 
parts of the Body are many. And as all thoſe 
parts together are one Body, ſo all theſe Par- 
ticular Churches make up one Univerſal. One 
I ay, in both reſpects, both as being deri- 
ved from one ſource, that Original Church at 
Jeruſalem: And alſo One, as being united to- 
ether in thoſe Common Characters, by which 
that Original Church is deſcribed in this Text. 
Thoſe Characters are four, which I come 
now to conſider 8 The Apoſtles 
Doctrin, and Fellowſhip, and Sacraments, 
and Prayers. 


The firſt is the Apoſtles Doctrin, the Do- 
ctrin of Faith; and not the Inward Belief, but 
the Outward Profeſſion of it. The Inward Be- 


lief is required to make us true Chriſtians, but 
the Outward Profeſſion makes us Members of 
a true Church. And as it can be no true Church 


that has not a Public Profeſſion of the Apoſtles 


Doctrin; ſo it can be no ſound Church that 


embraces any other for the Doctrin of Faith, 


then what was received from the Apoſtles. 
Now their Doctrin, at this time referred to 
in my Text, was no other than vrhat they 


preached 


ws. 17 nd 


. rr 


[7 
by 
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preached as the Faith of eus Chriſt. But conſi- 

dering how long ago it was that they preached ; 

how many ages have paſt ſinca, and eſpecial- 

ly what ages they have been; many ages toge- 

ther, of Darkneſs and groſs Ignorance, as they 

cannot but know, that are any thing acquainted (. Card. 
with (a) Hiſtory ; I ſay, after ſo many extreme Bron. A 
- 5 nat. XI. 
ignorant Ages, it is impoſſible we ſhould have 4 900. 
known what was preached by the Apoſtles, &c. 
unleſs it had been alſo delivered in writing, and 

unleſs thoſe writings had been brought down 

to our Hands. And, bleſled be God! there 

was ſuch a Delivery, in the Books of the New 
Teſtament. In which Books, the Apoſtles 
bearing witneſs, as they do, tothe Scriptures 

of the Old Teſtament, that they were (b) writ")2Timiii, 
ten by Divine Inſpiration, and that they (c) are , Pet. i. 21. 
able to make us wiſe to Salvation through Faith in (e) 2 Tim. ii. 
Jeſus Chriſt , and delivering the Faith in Jeſus 5. 
Chriſt, as they do, in their own writings, to 

the end (d) that all men may believe on him to (d) Ich. xx. 
Eternal life; Therefore in theſe Books of the 31. 

Old and New Teſtament together, we have 

a Standard of the Apoſtles Doctrine; and we 

have not the like for any other than what is 


written in theſe Books. 


B Here 


ee ———_— 


10 eA der. | 


Here is all that we can ſurely call the Do- 
Etrine of the Apoſtles, unleſs we know more 
than the Fathers of the Primitive Church. 
They through whole hands this Doctrine muſt 
paſs, before it could come into ours, knew no- 
thing but what they had in the Scriptures. This 
was conſtantly their Standard and Rule of all things, 
4 Chryſoſt. in the words of St. Chryſoſtom (x) Who ſays a- 
in 2 Cor. gain, (b) All things that are neceſſary, are plain 
3 3: and manifeſt in the Scriptures. So St. Auſtin ſays, 
Tom. III. (c) All things that belong to Faith or Life are to be 
p. 524-43- found in plain places of Scripture. St. Baſil ſaith, (d) 
) idem in Believe thoſe things that are written, inquire not into 
2 Theſl. things that are not written. St. Jerom,(e) Non credi- 
— 10 mes quia non legimus ; we believe no more than we 
p. 234, 19. Fead. In like manner ſay many other of the 


Fathers. 
(c) Aug, de : | | 
Doctr. Chriſtiana J. 2. c. 9. Edit. Baſil. 1541. Tom. III. Col. 25,D. Tn iis 


(Cd) Baſil. M. Hom. 29. Edit. Pariſ. 1618. Tom. I. p. 623. C. 
Ce) Hieron. adv. Helvid. Edit. Baſil. 1524. Tom. II. p. 13. B. 


And though they did ſometimes quote 
the Apoſtles Traditions, for Ritual things; 
yet in matters of-Faith, if they prove any 
thing from Tradition; it is either the Writ. 
ten Tradition of Scripture ; of if Unwritten, 

"= 


— — 
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tis no other than the Creed (as it were eaſie to 
ſhew in many Inſtances.) (a) And withal they (2) Iren. 


ad v. Hr. J. 1. 


believed there was nothing in the Creed bur | Ce 
what they could prove from the Scriptures ; all pain. 
and they did prove it from the Scriprures upon 
occaſion in every Particular. (5) (Cyprian. 
| Teſtim. ad 
Quirinum. lib. 1. & 2. proving all things of Faith and Life from the Scripture. 
Conſtantin. M. apud Theodorit, Hiſt. Eccl. I. 1. c. 7. Edit. Valeſ. p. 25.D. 
Offers the Scriptures for deciding all Controverſies tonching the Faith. So Ache 
naſius and others prove every diſputed Article. And when the Heret ies produced 
Tradition on their ſide, the Fathers always held them to the Scriptures, 


So that in their Judgment, it is not only a 
ſufficient, but the only Meaſure of the Do- 
ctrin of the Apoſtles. And by this we may 
judg (as to matter of Doctrin) who are, and 
who are not Members of che Apoſtolical 
Church. | | 

The next Character is this, that they continu- 
ed in the Apoſtles Kawwvia or Fellowſhip; a word 
that has diverſe ſenſes in Scripture. In this 

lace it ſeems to be the ſame as Society. They 
were in the Apoſtles Society or Communion. 

Now to continue in their Society (conſider- 
ing what they were, men deputed by Chrift 
for the Government of his Church ;) it could be 
no other than to continue as Members of that 
Body which Chriſt put under their Govern- 
ment. B 2 But 
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(a) Mat. 


XXVili. 2 O. 


But how can any be ſo now? they being 
dead ſo many Ages ſince, and their Govern- 
ment ſo long ſince expired with them. No, 
their Government is not expired, though the 
are. For it was to continue (a) till the end of 
the World. So that according to the common 
ſaying among the Jews, Whoſoever one ſends be- 


ing as himſelf : So our Saviour having ſent the 


(b) Mat. x. 
40. 


(act 1. 20. 


Apoſtles ſaich, (b) Wheoſoever receives you, receives 
me; In like manner, whoſoever were ſent 
by the Apoſtles, were as themſelves; And 
whoſoever continued in their Fellow{hip, were 
in the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles. 

Now their Goverament is declared to have 
been Een, their Biſhopric. (c) And in this 


Office they were equal among themſelves ; as 


(d) Mat. xix. 


Luke xx11. 
30. 


our Saviour deſcribes them, ſitting on twelve 
Thrones, and judging the twelve Tribes of 
Iſrael. (d) | 

| It is obſervable that this was after his Pro- 
mile to St. Peter, Mat. xvi. 16, &. Which 
Promiſe I conſider, by the way, becauſe tis 
ſo much preſſed by the Romaniſts, to prove a 
Power, which Chriſt had given St. Peter over 
the reſt of the Apoſtles. If Chriſt had truly 
given it, we mult then have conſidered, whe- 
ther St. Peter left any Succeſſors in that Power? 
| | And 


— 


— 
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And if ſo, why not St. John the Apoſtle by 


Survivance ? why not the Biſhop of che un- 
doubted Mother-Ghurch at Jeruſalem 2 Why 
not the Biſhop of ſome other City, where the 
Scripture has allured us that St. Peter Preacher ? 
rather than of Rome, where if he did preach, 
we have not a word of it in Scripture. Theſe 
and ſundry more ſuch Queſtions would have 
' riſen upon that Hypotheſis, of ſuch a Power 
given to S. Peter, But it is out of Queſtion 
that the Apoſtles never ſo underſtood thoſe 
words of Chriſt. They knew of no Power 
that was promiſed to St. Peter more than to 
themſelves in that Text. For after this, (a) they (2) Matth. 
were at ſtrife among themſel ves who thould ii. . x. 
be chief. Alter this, (6) they diſputed it again 7 wat. 
and again: and Chriſt chid them every time, Luk-xxil 24 
but never told them, I have .promiled it to 
Peter. Nay it appears that Chriſt did not 
intend it, by his open Declarations to the 
contrary ; That (c) it ſhould not be among them, Ce) Mat. xx. 
as in Secular Kingdoms and Monarchies. It 43 
appears more plainly in the fulfilling of his Luke xxi. 
Promiſe. For he both ordained the reſt 2 
with S. Peter, (d) without any Difference; And (4) Joh. xx. 
when they all together had received tbe 23. 
Holy Ghoſt, in this Chapter, St. Peter ſtood 

B 3 up. 
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with the eleven, ver. 14. Andupon him and 
them Chriſt built his Church; even all theſe 
who continued, not only in his, but in the Fel- 

lowſhip of all the Apoſtles. 
| 1 all a n were equal in 
their Emory or Government, then it is cer. 
tain that their Succeſſors muſt be ſo in like 
manner. Though one muſt have Precedence 
e Uſually, before other, for Order's ſake; as St. Peter 
but not al- had (a) uſually among the Apoſtles, when 
Teen they were together: And though one may 
Fr. James, be above others, in the ſame National Church, 
being Bib as all Primats are, by Human Laws; Vet 
2 none, by the Law of God, hath Authority 
Ack. xv. Cal. over others; I ſay none among their Succeſ- 
. ſors, any more than among the Apoſtles them- 
2 Alia ſelves. So St. Cyprian (b) declares oftentimes 
Eccl.c. 3. in his Writings. Not to mention the like, as 


Edit. Peril, J might, from many other of the Fathers. 
1649.p.208, | 


The other Apoſtles were alſo that which Peter was, they had an equal fhare both of 
Honor and of Power. 


Epiſt. 51. p. 80. Every Biſhop orders his own,affzirs, and is to give account to God. 


Epiſt. 54. p. 95. Every one bas his own Plock to govern, of which he is to 
give account to God. 3 


Conc. Carth. de Bapt. Hæret. p. 353. No Biſhop can be judged by ano- 
ther, or can judg another. But we all wait for the | vn of Chrift, who is 
the only One that bas Power, both to put us into the Office, and to judg of aur 
Diſcharge of it. 5 | 


Now 
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Now the Biſhops in after times, in their ſeveral 
Churches, were undoubtedly held to bethe Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles (a). We have as great a 
conſent among the Antients for this, as we h rec 
for the Obſervation of the Lord's Day. And it is tra Hase 
evident from the (b) Primitive Writers, that they 3 c. 3. 
lookt upon Communion with their Biſhops as — 
Communion with the very Apoſtles. They held by the Apo- 


88 . -  (tles were 
it the Duty of every Chriſtian, to obey them in „ Biſhops 


Spiritual things; They held it the Duty of every inthe ſeveral 


Biſhop, to govern. and feed his own Flock; Sucher. 
To attend to that only, and not to uſurp upon 1d. po- 
his Brethren ; But all, as occaſion ſerved, to do carpus, by 
all good Offices one for another, and to join _ 
their endeavours for the common Concern- | rhe chu 


ments of the Church (c). And for them fo / Smyrna. 


Tertullian. de Præſcript. c. 36. Edit. Pariſ. 164 1. p. 245. Run over the A- 
poſtolie Churches, in which are yet the very Chairs of the Apoſtles. Ie have Corinth. 
Te have Epheſus. Ye have Philippi. Te have Rome. 


Cyprian. Epiſt. 26. p. 42. Chriſt ſaid to Peter, Thou art Peter, and J will 
give thee the Keys, &c. From thence by courſe of times and ſucceſſions, is derived 


the Ordination of Biſhops in the Church. 


Epiſt. 74. p. 163. The Biſhops have ſucceeded the Apoſtles being ordained in their ſtead. 


(Y Epiſt. 68.p. 136. The Church is a People r:uited to their own Biſhop, and a 
Flock adbering to their own Paſtor. | 

(e) Epiſt. 66. p. 12 8. To Steven Biſhop of Romc. Therefore, my dear Brother, there 
is a numerous body of Biſhops united together by the bond of Concord and Unity; that 
if any one of our College ſhould attempt to make a Sect and to tear and ſpoil the Flock, 
of Chriſt, the reſt may come in to help, and as good and compaſſionate Shepherds may ga- 
ther the Lord's ſheep into the flock, | 


to 


i ras 


— 


to govern the Church, and for the People to 


live under their Government, in Spiritual 
things; This was to live in the Fellowſhip of the 
Apoſtles, which is the Second Character in my 
Text. 

The third is the Participation of the ſame 
Sacraments. One only is mentioned in my 
Text, that is tha Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per. For being already baptized, they had 


no more occaſion for Baptiſm; But that be- 
ing ſpoken of before ver. 41. I therefore men- 


tion both theſe Sacraments. 
The uſe of both theſe, in the Apoſtles times, 
was a Character and Token of the Chriſtian 
Church. Thus St. Paul, 1 (or. xii. 13. menti- 
ons both theſc Sacraments, as the Inſtruments 
and Means by which we are united to Chriſt. 
By one Spirit we are all baptized into one Body, 


and we have all been made to drink into one Spi- 


7tt. x : | 7 
Both theſe Sacraments they received of 
Chriſts own Inſtitution, who required them 
to be uſed in all Ages of the Church; to be 
adminiſtred to all it's Members by every 
Church. And that in the ſame manner as 
they were inſtituted by Chriſt; I mean as to 
all the Eſſential parts of the Sacraments. 

How. 


n 


SHR» 


— 2 — 
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However Ceremonies or Rites may be varied, 
yet in their Eſſential parts they are of perpetual 
Obligation. 1 : 

For Baptiſm, when it was inſtituted by our 
Saviour for the Admiſſion of Members into his 
Church; he ſaid thus to his Apoltles, (a) Go, C.) mat. 
make Diſciples, (that is, Chriſtians, ) of all Nations, 1 
Baptizing them, in the name of the Father, and of the a | Bier. 
Son, and of the Holy Gheſt. And thus doing, % ſo Acts 


Xiv. 21. Burt 


(b) Lo Tam with you till the end of the World. Meum, 
| Diſciples, is 
4 much to ſay as Chriſtians. Acts xi. 26. ( Matt. xxviil. 20. 


And for the Lords Supper, he@dminiſtred 
it himſelf to his Diſciples, (who were then not 
in Orders, for it was be his Death; and he 
did not ordain them till after his Reſurrection. ) 
And adminiſtring the Sacrament to them, who 
were not in Orders, (c) He took Bread, and e) Matt. 
bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to them, ſaying, — — 
Take, eat, this is my Body, and what follows. Lu. xxii. 19. 
(d) He gave them the Cup in like manner, ſay Cor. xi. 
ing, Driak ye all of it. This is my Blood, or this C4) Matt 
Cup is ie New Teſtament in my Blood. Xxvi. 28. 
Accordingly it was done in the Church inthe 8 


Apoſtles times. The Apoitie calls it the Bread 20. 1 Cor. 


andi che Cup which they received in the Sacra- xi. 23. 


ment, never otherwiſe; though Spiritually 
and 
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and Sacramentally the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, yet Bread and Wine in its Natural and 
Bodily ſubſtance. He ſays, (a) The Cup which 


we bleſs is it not the Communion of the Blood of 


Chriſt * And the Bread which we break is it not the 
Communion of the Body of Chriſt * No doubt we 
have the Mind of Chriſt in theſe words. It is 
properly the Communisn of His Body and Blood, 


which we receive in this Sacrament. And ac- . 


cording to. his Law they are conveyed to us, 
under the Elements of Bread and Wiae. For 


ſo the Apoſtle tells us, that, even after Conſe- 


(501 Cor. x. 
16, 17. & Xi. 
26, 27, 28. 
Cc) Matt. 
XXVI. 29. 
Mar. xiv. 2 5 


(d) Matt. 
xXVi. 27. 

(e) Mark 

xiu. 23. 


cration, It j Bread which we break; it is Bread 
which we partake ; It is Bread that we eat in this 


Sacrament, Which laſt thing he ſays three. 


times together, in three Verſes. (b) In like 
manner it was properly Wine which remained 
in the Cup, even after Conſecration. So it was 
called by our Saviour, (c) the fruit of the Vine, 
and this Fruit; even the ſame of which he had 
ſaid, This is my Blood. And, as he ſaid to his 
Apoſtles, being Laymen, (d) Drink ye all of it; 


and as St. Mark obſerves, (e) They all dr ank of it, 


ſo did all other in thoſe.times, as well Laity as 
Clergy. 1 Cor. xii. 13. We are all made to drink. 
into one Spirit, 


"Tis 
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*'Tis obſervable, the whole Sacrament there 
is called drinking, as here the whole Sacrament 
is called Breaking of Bread. 

And the Sacrament being thus inſtituted b 
Chriſt, being thus adminiſtred by his Apoſtles, 


and being thus received in his Church, was 


to continue till Chriſts coming again. So the 
Apoſtle ſaith expreſly. 1 Cor. xi. 26. So that 


here's a third Character of an Apoſtolic Church; 
to continue the uſe of thoſe Sacraments which 


they uſed, and that in all the Eſſentials of them, 


according to Chriſt's own Inſtitution. 

A fourth Character in this Tem is Prager, 
me9ovyals, in the Plural Number; that is, not 
one or two, but many, and oft. And it ap- 

ars they were publick Prayers, by what fi l 
— ver. 46. T hey continued daily with one accord 
in the Temple. ThFe the Apoſtles uſed to meet 
after Chriſt's Aſcenſion: into Heaven. They 
were continually in the (a) Temple praiſing and 
bleſSmg God. They were conſtantly there inthe 


(4) Lake 


XXIV. 53. 


times of Devotion, as may appear from Acts 


iii. 1. and other places. They continued this 
Practice as long as the Jews would ſuffer them; 
till they drove them away from their Temple 
and Synagogues. After which, theſe firſt Chri- 


Ats xviii. 17. C 2 In 


ſtians had Aſſemblies elſewhere, as we read 
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In which Aſſemblies, what they prayed, and 

whar they did beſides praying, we have no 
e Phu. ib. Particular account in Holy Scripture. But we 
N. Epitt. . have in thoſe Writers that lived within the Age 
ad, my of the Apoſtles. That is, in an Epiſtle of 
Edit Paris the Younger Plmy to Trajan, (a) and in St. Ju- 
1636.p. 97> ſtin Martyr's ſecend Apology. (b) 
755 pl: ib. There we find in Pliny, (c) that they did 
: Carmen Chriſto quaſi Deo dicere ſecum in vicem. They 
ſpoke Verles, anſwering one another by turns; 
as we ſpeak the Reading Pſalms, I know nor 
how he could better exprels it. 

And, fath Juſtin Martyr, they read Leſſons 
C4) Juſtin Out of the Apoſtles, and out of the Prophets; (d) 
ibid. p. S. P. And when the Reader had done the Biſhop 

Preached, 6 Fpoexxs, either the Biſhop, or the 

chief Miniſter. +4 8 
Then they roſe up all together, and prayed. 
They had, faith Juſtm Martyr, Kowas egas Com- 
Ce) Pos C. mon Prayers, (Thoſe are his Words.) (e) In 
(f)P.54D. which they prayed for themſelves, and for 
222 „their Princes, (/) and for all others that were 
—y lwvins (g) with them. They prayed only to 
ae le Sed, (5) faith} uſtin Martyr twice. (i) 5 
the truth. C. (h) p. 63. D. ts & & Tv Oe wore d oe α,Lt, im; imeiony, 
ei, Wehlen i, Kb t Se wegmumiious, Au wore Are, p. 64. D. 


alen oui, 169 fle wegmanutw., (i) Fg. & 58. D. 


This, 


rale „r reer n 
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This, together with the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, and their gatherings for the poor, 
is all the Account they give us of their Meet- 
ings. Which account being given much with- 
in fifty years of the Apoſtles times, we may rea- 
ſonably conclude it was the manner of their 
Prayers, the uſe whereof was the fourth Cha- 
rater in our Deſcription of the Apoſtolick 
Church. 

Beſides theſe you ſee my Text hath given us 
no other: and therefore whoſoever would 
make ſure of ſuch a Church, he may do well 
to judg of it by theſe Characters, being all thar 
the Apoſtles have given us. 

But if theſe were the Notes of a true Church 
in the Apoſtles times, what mean they of the 


No Roman Church, to require any other? Or 


what would they have that cannot content 


themſelves with theſe? Sure their hearts miſ- 


give them that theſe are not for their turn. 
Either they have them not, or others have them 


as well as they: And therefore they chooſe ra- 


ther to inſiſt upon thoſe, which they can hope 


to appropriate to their own Faction. 


It is not worth · the while, in this Place, to 


reckon up the fifteen Notes of a true Church 


(a )Bellarmin 


2 de Conciliis 


which (a) Beſlarmin gives us. All which, are &. Ecctea 
either lib. 4. 
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either common to other Societies, as well as a 
true Church; or if they are proper to ſuch a 
Church, they are el ſewhere no leſs, nay, much 
more in ſome others, than in theirs. 

As for the Eſſential Properties, here in m 


Text, they are but four, and thoſe are from an 


Infallible Authority, The like whereof cannot 
be ſhewed for any other. Therefore our Church 
deſires nothing more than to be tried by theſe 
Tokens. If the ſame way of Tryal does not 
pleaſe them ſo well in the Roman Church, we 
cannot wonder at it, for theſe make no way 
for them, but againſt them in every Particular. 
I ſhall make a ſhort Proof of it, trying their 
Catholic Church ( as they call it) by theſe 
Characters of the Primitive Apoſtolick Church. 
And firſt for the Doctrine of the Apoſtles. If 
the Publick Profeſſion of that, without any o- 
ther, be required of any true Church; and if 
the Scriptures contain all the Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles, as it was firmly believed by the Fa- 
thers in the Primitive Church : How come 
they of the Roman Church to find out ſo many 
Doctrines, of which there is no mention in the 
Scripture, nor in any of the Primitive Fathers? 
In what place were they kept, to be made 
known in after · times, that were not ä to 
tnem 


„Nee ets 4, 


. 


. 


4 


„Nr 
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them that lived in or near the Apoſtles times? 
But they have I know not how many ſuch 


Eh 


Doctrines, and they are properly Doctrines of 


their Church. They are declared by their Coun- 
cils, with moſt dreadful Anathemas to all thoſe 
that ſhall preſume to deny them. We ſee they 
Unchurch us; we know what they have done 
more, and may gueſs what they would do more 
to us, for denying them. But they have them in 
their Creed, the Creed that is {worn by all their 
Clergy. (a) They ſwear firſt the old Nicen, and C) n ib 
| (a) In the 
add to that the new Roman Creed: They con- form of Pro- 
clude it in theſe terms, Hanc eſſe veram Catholi. e Fog 
| 5 cri - 

cam Fidem extra quam nemo ſalvus eſſe poteſt. (b) Pius IV. ar« 
That this is the true Catholick Faith, without 574% -. 
which no man can be ſaved. | — y 
What a horrible thing is this, to couple to- Trent. Self. 


gether, I believe in God, and in our Lord Jeſus — — 


Chriſt; with ] believe the Doctrines of Tranſub- py 


ſtantiation, Auricular ConfeſSion, Image -Worſhip, Pur. is. 
gatory, Indulgences, and what not? ſome o 
which. things ſome of themſelves do confels, 0 cou 


(e) are not ſo much as once mentioned in Scrip- Tom. XIV. 
| Col. 945. B. 
e) Of Tranſubſtantiation, this is confeſt by Biel in Can. Miſſæ Lect. 40. 
beginning, that Vhether the Bread be turned into Chriſt s Body, or remains with bis 
Bod), it is not found expreſt in the Scriptures, 


Bcllarmin. de Euchariſt, III. 23. Tertiò addit. mentions others of their 
Church that had ſaid the like, and he grants it not improbable that it could not he 
5 | | proved ; 
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proved out of Scripture, till the Scripture wa declared by a General Council ; meaning 


as he there ſhews)) that of Lateran, above twelve hundred years after Chrijt, 


Of Auricular Confeſſion Gloſſ. in Decr. de Pœnit. dift. 5. beginning, Semeca 
ſaith, it was inſtituted by ſome Tradition of the Univerſal Church, rather than by 
the Authority of the New or Old Teſtament. Panormitan ſuper Quinto, de Pœnit. 
& Remiſ. c. Omnis utriuſque, ſaith, I am much pleaſed with that opinion of Se- 
mecca : For there is not any plain Authority, which ſhews that God or Chriſt inſtituted 
plainly, that Confeſſion ſhould be made to a Prieſt, Biel in Sent. IV. 17. G. faith, 


It ws delivered, by word and deed, without any Scripture. 


For Image Worſhip. Bellarmin de Eccl. Triumph. II. 12. can find only two 
Texts of the New Teſtament. Mat. 5.33. Swear neither by Heaven, for it is 


Gods Throne; nor by Earth, for it is bis Footſtool; and 2 Tim. iii. 15. From @ 


Child thou haſt known the Holy Scriptures. 


Of Purgatory. Baconthorp in ſent. l. 4. diſt. 49. q. 1. faith, Others think it can- 
not be proved by the Authority of Scripture. Petrus à Soto, ſaith, It cannot be 


1% proved from teſtimonies of Scrifture z Chemnit. Exam. Conc, Trid. Seſſ. 2 5. 


eginning. Pcrion. ſaith, he knows no place of Scriptmre to prove it. Bulenger 
faith, It ir hard to bring any expreſs and clear Text for it; Chamier Panſtr. Tom. 


? III. 1. 26, C. 2. F. 3. 


For Indulgences. St. Antonin. Summ. Moral. part. 1. Tit. Io. c. 3. beginning. 
Of Indulgences we have nothing expreſly from Scripture, nor from the ſayings of the 
Antients, but of the late Doc fore. Cajetan opuſc. Tom. I. tract. 15. c. 1. Of the 
Riſe of them, no Authority of Scripture, or Antient DoQors*Greek, or Latin, have 
brought this to our knowledy : only within theſe three hundred years it hath been writ- 
ten, &c. Biſhop Fiſher Aſſert. Luther. Confutatio Art. i d. p. 13 5. grants there as 


neither Precept, nor Counſel for it in Scripture. 


ture; and none of them is mentioned there in 
lain words, not in any words that were under. 
ood ſo by the Fathers for many Ages after 
Chriſt. 
For the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. Be. 
ſides that we find nothing for it, but many 
5 things 


— 
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things againſt it in the Ancients, (a) ſo many (2) As chat 


that we are ſure it could not be the Tradition mg = - 
of cfoſe Times. We ſee at its firſt birth it was Sacrament is 
declared to be a Novelty, and a Falſhood, by 4 # #* 


own nature 


Rabanus Arch-Biſhop of Hentz, (b) and by 424 eſcnce, 
other (c) of the learnedſt men that lived as and that is 


or nine hundred years after Chriſt. We find at _— 2 


that time, and for two hundred years after, That wicked 


4 . : men receive na 
it was a rude lump, (d) which askt much lick- „e 5 


Bread, though tothe Faishful it is truly Chriſt's Body, and therefore it is called 
his Body. That it is a Sacrament, a Sign, an Image, and a Figure of his Body. 
Which laſt words were in the Canon of the Maſs, till it was altered in favour 
to tis new Opinion. v. Gratian Decr. de Conſecr. Diſt. 2. c. 55. 


(b)) Rabanus in his Canonical Epiſtle publiſhed by Balu, with his Regino. 
p. 517. hath theſe words, Some of late, not holding aright of the Sacrament, have 
ſaid that the Body of Chriſt which was born of the Virgin Mary, &c. is | the ſame 
which is received at the Altar.] Againſt which Error we have written to Egilus Ab- 
bx. But that Book is loſt 3 and in this, as Baluz ſhews, | thoſe latt words] 
were raſed out of the Manuſcript. 


(te) Bertramus, or Ratrannus Corbeienſis in his Book written againſt it, by or- 
der of Carolus Calvus, and tranſcribed in great part into our Saxon Homily. 
Which Book is mentioned as his, by the nameleſs writer in defence of Paſchaſius, 
and by Sigebert, de Script. Eccl. c. 96. 


Johanner Scotus, Profeſſor at Oxford in King Alfrid's time, in his Book 
againſt it, that was burnt 200 years after, when this Innovation had pre- 
vailed. But none of theſe Books were cenſured in that Age when they were 
written. 


(d) Anno 1059. The Pope and his Roman Council put theſe words into 
the mouth of Berengar, that not the Sacrament, but the very body of Chriſt is broken 
and ground by the Teeth of the Faithful. Which, the Gloſſe there ſaith, was s 
greater Hereſie then Bexengar's,zenleſs their words be taken in a ſouid ſenſe, that is, 
otherwiſe than they ſignifie. Decr. de Conſecr. diſt. 2. c. 42. Ego Berengarius, 

D 7 


Ing 
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(a) About ing over ro perfect it (a). And then having both 


che year Shape and a Name, it was defined to be of 
1150 the | | | 


Malicr of the Faith by Pope Innocent in his Lateran-Council, | 


Sentencesl. above twelve hundred years after Chriſt. 


4. diſt. 11. 
faith, I eiber the change be Formal, or Subſtantial, or of ſome other kind, Jam 


not able to define. Only I know it is not Formal, But Anno 1215. Pope In- 
nocet defined it to be, of nv other kind but Subſtantial, Conc. Lateran. IV. c. 1. 


For Confeſton to a Prieſt , the neceſſity of it 
was unknown to the Fathers of the Primitive 


b Of ſe- 
ah Pd ter Chriſt, it was held diſputable in the Roman 


_ 4% Cc) Church. And though the Practice of it was 
'> Cal only. impoſed by Pope Junocent, in his Council of Late. 


Chryſoſt. ran (d); yet even then it remained diſputablece) 
Edit. Savil. 4 ; P 0 
Tom. I. p. 708. 11..1V. p. 589. 40. V. p. 258. 6. &. p. 2 62. 44. 

(e Gratian. Decret. de Pœnit. Diſt. 1. c. 89. Quibus Autoritatibus, having 
brought Arguments for and againſt it, thus Concludes, Vhich fide is in the 
right, I leave the Reader to judge, for on bath ſides there are wiſe and Religinus 
=_ | yu 
The Maſter of the Senterces lib. 4. diſt. 17. Though himſelf was for Con- 
feſſion, yet ſaith, Learned men differ about it, for ſo the Doctor ſeem to vary 
and deljver things near contrary to one another about it. So that yet it was diſputa 
ble in thoſe times. 


(d) Conc. Lateran. IV. Can. 21; 


(e) Gloſſ. in Decr. de pœnit. Dill, . c. Al © contr. ſaith. Here fol- 
low Allegations, to prove that one of Age is not forgiven ſin without Confeſſion. 
Which is falſe. 


a8 


(5) Church. Nay, above a thouſand years af. 


A e 1 


by 

£ 
1 
F 
k 
\ 
' 
L 
: 
- 


PPP 


7 
1 
A 
9 
' 
: 
7 
F 


Preached at W hite-Hall. 27 
as to the Doctrine, till it was made to be of 


Faith by the Trent Council (). C200. Conc. 
rident. 


Scff. 14. Can. 5, 7, 8. After which, in the Roman Edition of the Canon Law, 
there were notes put upon thoſe placcs above-mentioned. Where Gratian 
doubted whether Confeſſion were neceſiary, they ſay, It is moſt certain, and to be 
beld for moſt certain, that Confeſſton is neceſſary. And where Semeca had ſaid, 
E is falſe, they ſay, Nay it is moſt true. 

For their Doctrine of Image-Worſhip , than 
which nothing can be more contrary to the 
Scriptures, as they were underſtood by the Pri- 


mitive (b) Fathers; we know it was eſtabli. () The Se- 


ſhed by the ſecond Nicen (c) Council, and we cond Con- 


mandment 


know what a Council that was. But it was ich r 
condemned in the ſame Age by two as nume- bids bowing 
rous Councils; that of Conſtantinople (d) a lit- 4 «fore 


: a any Image or 
tle before it, and that of Frankfort (e) imme- Laenge, 5 
diately alter it. -— though it 

| i does not ap- 
pear in the Rom in Decalogue, was held by the Fathers to be a Law of Perpe- 
tual Obligation. So Irenæus adv. Hercſ. 1. II. c. 6. & l. IV. c. 31. Clemens 


Alex. Admon. ad Gentes Edit. Leyd. 1616. p. 31. 12. Strom. V. Ib. p.408. 22. 


Tertull. de Idololatria c. 4. p. 105. D. Idem. adv. Marcion. I. II. c. a 2. p. 470. A. B. 
Idem. in Scorpiac. c. 2. p. 617. C. D. Cyprian. de Exhort. Mart. p.283. Idem. in 
Teſtim. ad Quirinuml. III. c. 59. p. 345. Auguſtin, Epiſt. 119. c. 1 1. Tom. II. 
col. 569. A. | . | :; 

(e.) The Engliſh, and Freneh, and Carman of that Age, called it Pſeudaſjno- 
dum, the Mock-Synod, of Nice or rather of Conſtantinople, becauſe it began 
and ended in that City. Concil. Edit. Labb. Tom. VII. p. 37. D. & 592. B. 
Hincmar. Opuſc. 33. c. 20. Edit. Sirmondi Tom. II. p. 457. Ado Vienn. æt. 
VI. Edit. Pariſ. 1512. fol. 18 1. Annal. Fuld. & V. opera Alcuini in fine. 

(d) Of which there is nothing left, but what is repeated out of it in the ſ 
cond Nicen Council Act. 6. Edit. Labb. Tom. VII. col. 392. E. | 


(e) Ib. col. 1057. E. | D 2 And 
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And the matter was held in debate all that 


(Y Baron, Age, in both the Eaſtern (a) and Weſtern (6b) 
Anno 942. + : ; | f 
num. 18. Church : till at laſt it was ſetled in the Eaſt 


ſaith, Till according to the Nicen Council; which they 
bargen have ſo much out done in the Roman Church, 


Council had that even the Greeks charge them with (c) Ido- 


not preval- : 
not be latry; And they are not wholy excuſed from 


Eaftem it by many (d) of their own Communion. 
Church. | 

(b) Witneſs the Book of Charles the Great, and that of the Synod of 
Paris under Ludovicus Pius, and that of Agobard Bilhop of Lions, againſi the 
Worſhip of Images as it was then in the Roman Church. 


(c) For their Carved Images of Saints; Goar in Eucholog. p. 28. faith, 
The Greeks abbor Carved Images, as Idols, of which they do not ſtick to fing in 
Davids words, They have mouths and ſpeak, not, And for picturing God, 
the (ſecond Nicen Council condemns it, by approving the Epiſtle of St. Ger- 
man, which calleth the Image of God an Idol. Concil. Edit. Labb. Tom. 
VII. col. 301.E. and 304. A. | | 


(d) Lud. Vives in his notes on Aug. de Civiiate Dei l. VIII. c. 27. 
Tom. V. col. 494. B. faith, In many Catholics, I do not ſee what dtfference 
there is between their opinion of the Saints, and the Heathens opinion of their 
Gods. Polydor. Virg. de Invent. I. VI. c. 13. faith, Men are come to that 
pidch of madneſs, that this part of Piety differeth little from| Impiety. For very 
many truſt more in their Images, then in Chriſt or the Saints, to whom they 
are dedicated. The like complaints have many other of their Writers. 
Bellarmin de cultu Imag. II. 2 2. Edit. Venet. Tom. 1599: II. col. 836. E. faith, 
That they who hold that ſome Images are to be worſhipped with Latria, 
are forced to uſe moſt ſiebtle diftintions, which they themſelves ſcarce nnderitand, 
mach leſs the ignorant People. And yet this, which he fo cenfures, is the 
conſt ant j of - Divints, and ſeems to be the meaning of the Council of 
Trent, ſaith Morius, Inſtitut. Moral. l. 9. c. 6. | 


For 


OR 
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be of any thing of that Age. After near two 


But it is received by no other Chriſtians. 


Preached at White-Hall. 2 9 


—— 


For their Doctrin of Purgatory, it doth not 
appear that any one of the Ancients hit upon ( Some 
it, among all the different Opinions (a) that held, that 

: 3 Mage imme 
they had concerning 1 Souls, till % ps 
St. Auſtins time; and yet then, we are as ſure Death, t 


it was no Catholic Tradition, (b) as we can Her w 

Heli. Others, 
that none go 
hundred years more, it was believed by one of : cither, but 


: | that all are 
great Name: (c) from whoſe fabulous wri- 1% in faces 


tings (d) it got Credit; And ſo crept by De- Necpracler 


grees (e) into the Faith of the Roman Church. % 0% g 


neral Reſur- 
rectiou. Some, 
that the Mir- 
tyrs go to Heaven, and the Damned Souls to Hell, but all the rot are kept 
there in expectati n and ſuſpenſe till the Day of Judgment, Some held, that 
there ſhall be a firſt Reſurrection of the Righteous of whom ſome ſhall riſe ſooner, 
ſome later, in the thouſand years of Chriſts Reign upon Earth. And that the de- 
lay of that Reſierrection ſhall be the Puniſhment of their Sins, Others held, that 
their fins ſhall be purged away by that fire that ſhall burn the World at the 
laſt Day. And that they ſhall burn a longer or leſs while, aud with more or 
leſs pain, according to the Degrees of their ſing, All the Fathers were of ſome 


or other of theſe Opinions, which are all inconſiſtent with the Roman Doctrine 
of Purgatory. 


(b) Aug. de Fide & Operibus, c. 15. Tom. IV. p. 69. E. ſaith, Some 
tbink men that die in ſin may be purged with Fire, and then be faved, 
holding the Foundation. For ſo they underfiand that Text. 1 Cor. iii. 13. 
They ſhall be ſaved as by Fire. So Enchirid. ad Laurent. c. 6% Tom. III. 
p- 175. C. Ibid. de Fide & Operibus p. 71. B. He faith. that this is one 
of thoſe places which St. Peter ſaith are hard to be underſtood, which men ought 
not to wreſt to their own Deſtruction. Ibid. c. 16. p. 73. B. He faith, tor. 
his own part, he underſtandeth that Text to be meant of the Fire of Tribulation 
in this life. So Enchir. ad Laur. Ib. c. 68. But for the Doctrine, he ſaith, 
that ſome ſuch thing may be, is not Incredible: and whether it be ſo, it may be 


3 - enquired 


3 0 
enquired, and it may be found, or it may not. So Enchir. ad Laur. c. 69. p. 
176. D. All theſe Texts he repeats again, in his anſwer to the firſt of 
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the eight Queſtions of Dxl-itizs, De Civitate Dei l. XXI. c. 26. Tom. V. 


p. 1315. B. He again dclivercth the ſame meaning of that Text. And 
as to the Doctrin, he ſaith, I do not find fault with it, for Perhaps it is true. 
Ibid. p. 1316. B. I ſuppoſe St. Auſtin would not have ſaid this of the Do- 
arine of Chriſts Incarnation. | 


c) Pope Gregory. I. in his Dialogues, where, among many idle tales, 
he hath ſome that are palpably falſe, and ſuch as bewray both his Igno- 
rance and Credulity together. For Example, that of St. Paulins being a 
Slave in Afric till the Death of the King of the Vandals, who could be no o- 
ther than Genſeric, that out- lived St. Paulin hve and forty years. And yet 
Gregory ſaith, I heard this, from our Elders, and ibis I do as firmly believe as 
if I bad ſeen it with my own Eyes. lib. 1. Pref. & c. I. | 


(d) Biſhop Fiſher againſt Luthers Aſſert. Art. 18. p. 132. faith, it was 
a. good while unknown, and then it was believed by ſome pcdetentim by little 
and little, and ſo at laſt it came to be generally recetved by the Church, 


(e) Platina (who then lived,) in the life of Eugenius IV. Edit. Colon. 
1593. p. 310. faith, After many meetings, and much contention about it, the 
Greeks at laſt being overcome with reaſons did believe there was a place of Pur- 
gatory. But he adds, that not long after they returned to what they held 
before, And in the life of Nicolas V. p. 323,324. he faith, that he would 
fain have reduced them to the Catholic Faith, but he could not. Biſhop 
Fiſher «bi ſpra, ſaith, There is none, or dery ſeldom mention of it among the 
Ancients , and it is not believed by the Greeks to this day. Alphonſus de Ca- 
firo adv. Hæreſ. l. 8. Tit. Indulg. hath the ſame words. and 1. 12. Tit. 
Purgatorium, faith That this is one of the moit known Errors of the Greeks 
and Armenians, Bzov. contin. Baron. Anno 1514. n. 19. faith, The Muſ- 
cotite and Ruſſians believe no Purgatory, Moſt ot theſe believe a middle 


State, as thoſe Ancients did; but that will not ſtand with this Doctrin. 


For 


1 


* 
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For their Doctrin of Indulgences, It is ſo 
confeſſedly (a) new, It was at firſt ſo ill (5) & For the 


ge of it, 


grounded, and ſo (c) wickedly deſigned, that fer 2 


God ſeemed to have ſuffered them to run on go higher 
into this, to ſhew the World (as afterward he — 


did,) by this Example, what Stuff the Luſts Pope ng 
of men left to themſelves, would bring into 5. J. Who 
lived about 


the Chriſtian Religion. the year 


Six hundred, And to fetch it from thoſe Times, they have no antienter Au- 
thor than Thomas Aquin u. (for neither Gratian, nor Peter Lombard, have 
ſo much as one word cf this matter.) So Cardinal Cajetan Opuſc. Tom. I. 
tract. 15. c. 1. faith, This only bas been written within theſe three hundred 
years, as concerning the Antient Fathers, that Pope Gregory inſtituted the Indul- 
gences of Stations, as Aquinas hath it, So likewiſe Biſhop Fiſher, and Al- 
phonſus a Caſiro, both nbi Supra, Cardinal Bellarmin de Indulg. I. 3. of- 
fers ſome kind of proof from Elder Times, in ſuch a manner, as if he 
would not oblige us to believe it. But for the Inftance of PopeGregory I. he 
ſaith, we are Impudent if we deny it. But with Bellarmins leave, a French Ora- 
toire, Morinus de Pænit. I. 10. . 20. does deny it; and convigs this, and 
all his other Proots of Indulgences before Gregory. VII. to be nothing but 


Forgery and Impokure. 


It ſeems probable indeed, that Gregory VIT. (commonly known by his 
former name, Hildebrand,) was the firſt that granted any Indulgences; and 
that was above a thouſ1d ycars after Chriſt. Cardinal Tolet. caſuum J. VII. 
c. 21. 1. faith, that Paſtha! II. was the firſt that granted Indulgences for the 
Dead. That muſt be about the year eleven handred, And Ibid. lib. VI. 
c. 24. 3. he faith, that the firit that granted Plenary Indulgences, was Pope 
Boniface VIII. who lived about the year thirteen hundred. So antient is this 


new Catholic Faith. 


(b) The Ground of this Faith, according to Bellarmin de Indulg. 1. 2, 3. 
is made up of a nuniber of School Opinions put together; about which 
Opinions. (as he therc ſaith}. the Scheol-men have differed among them- - 
ſelves. But all his comfort 18, that they that did not hold his way, were 


ready to acquieſs in 'the Judgment of the Church, if ſhe held otherwiſe. He 
. might - 
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might as well have ſaid, that the Church, when they lived, was ſo far | 
from having declared her Judgment of this Doctrine; that ſhe had not 


yet declared her ſenſe of thoſe Opinions, which were to be the Ground of it in 
after- times. 


(e) The deſign of Hildebande Indulgences was to engage men to fight 
in his quarrel, and to do other Services to the Papacy. Greg. VII. Epiſt. 
II. 54. and VI. 10, 15. and VII. 13. and VIII. 6. The deſign of Pope Bo- 
niface, in his farther Improvement of this Invention, was to get Mony. 
Chron. Citiz. Anno 1289. He war greedy of Mony, and te gather it, he ſent his 
Legates into divers parts of the world, to trade with Indalgences. And with 
theſe, he raiſed very great ſums, enough to haue maintained a Holy Var. But 
what became of it, we ſhall know at Doomſday. | 


It were eaſie to ſhew the like in all their 

new Articles of Faith. Moſt of them I ſhall 

conſider as they come under the other Heads 

of my Diſcourſe. The mean whiletheſe may 

pals for a ſample of the reſt, They all ſprung 

up in late corrupt Times, and went at firſt as 
Private Opinions only ; but being found to 

C-) Tran- make well for the Intereſts (a0 of the Clergy, 
ſubſtantiati- . ; : 
on, for the they were concerned to bring them in credit 


Honour of with the People. And they took a way for it 
the £8) that could not fail in ſuch an Age, by forging 
for their 

Power and Authority; Image Worſhip, to bring in Oblations to the 
Church; Purgatory, for the Profit of Maſſes to the Lower Clergy ; In- 


dulgences, for the Profit of the Superior; Plenary Indulgences, for the 


Popes own Coffers. 


New 
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New Revelations (a) and Miracles. when by (For Tan. 
theſe ans, worthy of their Doctrines, they grey" 
had brought them into the Chriſtian Faith; then that wrote 

| beſide the Intereſt that firſt brought them in, A. 


, | 2 Rathertus a- 
there was another reaſon to continue them. It bout theyear 


was neceſſary for the Credit of the Infallibility — o. And 1 
of the Roman Church. Touch that, and you ſhake ef Ne 
the whole building of Popery, even to the ſons, that 


Foundation, that (5) is, the Papacy it ſelf. To dead ef dhe 
ſecure that, they are brought under this miſera- Hott, one a 
ble neceſſity, of holding all for Catholic Faich, Lamb, ano- 


? thera Child 
that is once received in the Roman Church. e geln 


Whatſoever ſhe bringeth forth, muſt be fa- and blood. 
thered on the Apoſtles, though there is not the — 
leaſt Colour for it in their Writings. _ Dom. c. 14. 
= f And after 

the year 1200, when it was defined to be of Faith 3 Cæſarius of Heiſterbach 
wrote a whole Volume, of Miracles that were wrought in that Age to con- 
firm the Truth of it, more in number than are Recorded in Scripture to con- 
hrm the whole Divine Revelation. 


For Auricular Confeſſion, Bellarmin produces ſundry Revelations and Mira- 
cles, by which he ſaith God witneſt that the Churches Faith concerning it mas true, 
de Poenit. 1. III. c. 12. Quarta. Among the reſt, he hath that of St. Francis, 
who raiſed one from the Dead to be Confeſſed, which I take to be no leſs than 
the tetching of Trajans Soul from Hell, according to their Doctrine. 


For Image-Worſhip, the Fathers in that ſecond Nicene Council ſet it up in con- 
templation of the Miracles that were wrought by the Images, Concil. Edit. 
Labb. Tom. VII. p. 252. C. So Bellarmin de Imagine Sanct. J. II. c. 12. Mira- 
cula; ſaith, The Miracles which were done by the Images, were therefore dane, 
that they might prove and eftabliſh the Doctrin of Images, 
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For Purgatory. Pope Gregory iu his before- mentioned Dialogues l. IV. c. 5 . &c. 
declares upon what ground it was that he believed it; namely, from the Rela- 
tion of the poor Souls themfelves, that were confined to the Hot Baths, and 
kept there at hard work, Swelterd as Tenders uſe to be: From which 
miſerable Bondage they were redeemed by Prayers and Males, as he tells us. 
So Biſhop Fiſher ubi Supra p. 13 2. ſaith, Pargatory was found ont, partly by Re- 
relations and partly by Scriptures, bat Scriptures, he contefſeth, ſo underitood 
as they never were in former times. 


And for Indelgences, he tells us, that they came not in uſe till after men had 
quaked a while at the flames of Purgatory, The belief of that Doctrine fitted 
men for this. And yet this had Miracles to ſupport it. So Lintur. App. ad 
Faſcic. temp. Anno 1489. tells, how at Friburg me Devil in the Shape of a Dog 
helpt one to rob the Pope of all the Mony that his Factors had taken in that 
City, for which the Thief, having confeſſed it, was put to « m direful death. 


(b) Bellarmin de Romano Pontifice, Præf. ſaith, hen we ſpeak of the Popes 
Forer, we ſpeak, of the Sum f Chriſtianity. | 


But to ſhew how little truſt they have in the 

Apoſtles writings, there needs no other inſtance 

( Rule 4th, than this, that their Church hath forbid () her 
of the Index Laity to read them, and hath taken a courſe 


_— e that if they read they cannot well underſtand 


Council of them. The . er was writ by the Apo- 
. Trent, that ſtles in the moſt vu 


— n t vulgar language of their times, 
{ball preſims the Greek, which was the mother tongue of 
to reads or „ | | 
have a Bible, thnegh of 4 Catholic Tranſlation, without a Faculty in writing 
from his Biſhop, ſuch à ons cam receive Avſolution, til be has delivered up 
bis Bible ta the Ordinary. For fear this ſhould not be enough, Pope Cle- 
ment VIII. has added this Note, that by command and practice of the Holy In- 

rifitron, no Biſhop bs porver to grant any ſueb Faculty to read or keep a Bible 

Dre. 5 


moſt 
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moſt, and well known in all () Countrys (*)Cicers 
where, the Scripthre was written. And they {1;; ral 


writ it for every one to read, as it appears 292. 17. 


in plain words (a) in their writings. And the (St. Fehr 
{aith at the 


Ancient Fathers required (b) all men to read it, end of the 


all the Laity, even the (c) meaneſt of the Laity; Golpel 3 
3 Theſe things 
they Condemned the neglect of it; they „ nn 


(d) commended them that read it day and hat ye might 


night. There is nothing more frequent in the ere, and 
that believing 


writings of the Ancient Fathers. ye might have 
| Life. 

St, Pax! directs his Epiſtles to all in general; Rom. i. 7. To All that be in 
Rome, beloved of God. &c. 1 Cor. i. 2. TotheChrrch of God at Corinth, with 
All that in every place call upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt 2 Cor. i. 1. To the 
Church at Corinth with All tbe Saints which are in all Achaia. So in other 


Epiſtles. 


( Chryſoſt. in Gen. Serm. 29. Tom. I. p. 225. 10. I beſeech you to at- 
tend with diligence to the reading of the Scriptures : and that not only while you are 
bere, but alſo at home, to tale the Bible in your hands, and receive the profit of 
it with care. 


Lin. 22. Let ut not, I beſcech you, neglect ſo great a profit 3 but alſo in 
our houſes, let us atligently attend the reading of Scriptures. 


Lin. 36. That we may not only have enough for our ſelves, but be able to 
help others, and injtrud wife and children and neighbours, &c. 


Id. in Joh. Serm. 53. Tom. II. p. 776. 27. I leſcech you, get Bibles. 


Id. in his Sermon of the profit of reading Scripture. Tom. VIII. p. 112.43. 
Let ws apply our ſelves to reading, not only theſe two hours, for this bare he aring 
is not enough to ſecure us; but continually, let every one, when he is come home, 
take his Bible, and go over the ſenſe of thoſe things that have been ſaid, For the 
tree that was planted by the waters, was by the waters, not two or three hours, 
Hut all day and all night therefore it bringeth forth leaves and fruit, &c. So he that 
is contiuually reading the Scriptures, Though he bave none to interpret, yet by continua} 
reading be draws much profit. „ 1d 
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Id. de Lazaro Serm. 3. Tom. V. p. 242. 30. This I alway beſeech, and will 
never leave beſceching you \ that you wild not only attend to what is ſaid in this 
place, but alſa that when you are at home, you woxld continually be reading the 
Scriptures. This alſo at ail times T have not ceaſed to beg of them with whom 1 
ſpeak in private. 


e) Chryſ. in Colofl. Serm. 9. Tom. IV. p.136. 18. On theſe words, of 
the Apoſtle, Let the word of God dwell in you richly; Hear you people of the 
world, you that have charge of wife and children, hom he exborts you more than 
others to read the Scriptures, and that not ſlightly, or any bow, but with much 
diligence. 

Again, p. 137.2. Hear, I beſcech you , all you that work for Jour living, 
and get your ſelves Bibles for the cure of your ſon!s. 


Lin. 7. This is the cauſe of Al! evils, that men do not Riem the Scriptures, 


Lin. 9. Do ast throw all wpon Vs | of the Clergy] Tor are Sheep; but not 
Brute, but rational creatures. | 


(d) Id. de Lazaro Serm. 3. Tom. V. p. 244. 43. Take the Bible in your hands, 
Read ai! the Hiſtory Fold alt the known things. For the dark and unknown, 
go often over them; and if thou can't not by continua]! reading find out what is 
ſaid, Go to thy teacher; If be ſhall uot teach thee, God will, ſeeing thy dil 
gence, &cc. 


4 


Yer now it is found out that the Laity may 
hurt themſelves with reading it. How to? It 
will make them Heretics. One would little 


— expect it, that had read what the Fathers (a) 
e Lazaro. . 

8. 3. Tom. V. p. 245. 18. The reading of Scripture is @ great ſecurity againt 
fin. The ignorance of Scripture is a great precipice, and a deep pit. It if a 
great Betraying of our Salvation to know nothing of tbe Laws of God. It is this, 
that hath brought forth Herefies ; this that bas brongbt in corrupt life; this bath 
turnd things upſide down. For it is impoſſible, J ſay it is impoſſible for any one 
10 depart without fruit that enjoys reading continually with obſervation. 


lay 


— — — — — — 110 


Preached at White-Hall. 37 


fay of this matter. But now it is Herelie to 
disbelieve the Roman Church. And, no doubt, 


to read the Scripture (a) will bring men to 4a 


this. But whoſe fault is it? Surely theirs, that de verbo dei 
inſtead of reforming their Church, have rather . . 

. JL: 15. Quad 
choſen to ſilence the Scriptures. Which being quod. The 


done in favour of their Doctrines, it appears P*7!* Were 
that they themſelves, (I mean the governours „ 1. 


b ceire 19 bene- 
of their Church) have been ſenſible that ſome . U wid 


at leaſt of their Doctrines are not the Do- /, ect 
hurt by the 


ctrines of the Apoſtles. | Scriptures, 


3 


Peter Sutor tralat. Bibliæ. c. 22. fol. 96. Vill net the people be drawn away 
eaſily from obſerving the Churches Inſtitutions, when they ſhall find that bey are 
net conteind in the Law of Chritt 2 


In the next place for the Apoſtles Fellowſhip, 
which I have interpreted to be Union under 
lawful Paſtors and Governors; They can by 
no means allow this Character to our Church, 
or to any that ſubmits not to their Univerſal 
Paſtor. Which title they appropriate to the 
Biſhop of Nome; and him they (wear, in their 
forementioned profeſſion of Faith, to be the 
Vicar of Chriſt, and the ſucceſſor of St. Peter 
the Apoſtle. And to ſhew how far they dare 
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Cs) Luke go againſt (a) evidence, they ſwear alſo, that 
Cal. iu. 26. his Roman Church is not only Miſtreſs, but allo 


The ſecond the Mother of all Churches. 


General 


Council called the Church of Jeruſibem the matber of all Churches, Theodorit. 
Eccl. Hitt. V. g. Edit. Valeſ. p. 211.D. | 


Not to ſay in how many things, he that will 
be Supream Paſtor, invades the juſt rights of 
other Paſtors, who are all, . in the 1 of 
Primitive times, the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt; Or how little he hath to ſhew for 
bis claim to a ſucceſſion in that Power from 


St. Peter, either in Scripture Story, or in the 


(5)Confide- writings of the Primitive (b) Church: I ſhall 


ti a- 3 
gain Pope- only deſire you to conſider theſe beginnings of 


ry-p-$1,82, Chriſtianity in my Text. When the whole 


cc. 


Church was comprehended in three or four 
thouſand believers, and they were all together 
wich the Apoſtles at this time in Jeruſalem; It 
is certain that then there was no * nor no 
Chriſtian, at Rome. So that then for the Bi- 
{hop or Church of Rome to be any thing, which 
they ſwear they are, in thoſe Articles of their 
Faith, was ſurely no part of the Apoſtles Do- 
ctrine. 

Nor did the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles con- 
ſiſt in ſubjection to St. Peter. Though he _ 

| t 
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the firft (a) in Order, yet that he had Authority (a) Mac. x. 
over the reſt, there is no ground to aſſert: 2. 
There is much evidence againſt it, as I have 
ſhewn from ſundry places of Scripture. 

Nor granting this. to St. Peter, (which they 
can never prove, ) can they bring down a title 
from him to the Roman Biſhop. He hath a 
better pretence to ſucceed the Roman Emperors, 
(b) in Monarchy, than he hath to ſucceed σν . 


any of the Apoſtles. And indeed that was the 7 in EY 
. dilt. 46. 


deſign, as they know that are skild in the wri- 4. . art. 
ters of antient times. Rome ſeemed a place 2, Da- 


deſignd for Empire; and when the Emperors vicls fourth 
. Monarchy, 


faild, then the Biſhops ſer up in (c) their ſtead. chat is] he 


What the Emperors could not hold by Arms, C#i! Empire 
of the Ro- 


the Biſhops would fetch in by Religion. And , 1 
ſo they obtrude upon all Chriſtians, in truth, nwceaſed; 
a Secular Monarchy, inſtead of that which wid 


is not at all 


my Text calls the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles. end, leenſe 


| that Tempo- 
ral Empire hath been changed into a Spiritual, as Pope Leo ſaith in his Sermon of 
the Apoſtles. 


(c) What the Popes would have had, it may appear by their forging a 
donation from Conſtantin, in which they make him give them his Crown 
and Scepter, together with the City of Rome, and all the Weſtern Provin- 
ces, Places and Cities. And that he might leave the Pope in poſſcſſion, 
they make him remove into the Eaſt, and there build a new Scat for his Em- 
pirez reſerving only the honor to put on the Popes Crown and hold his 
ttirrup, to himſelf and his Succeſſors. Concil. Edit. Merlini 1530. fol.58, 


A. B. This donatien was a part of the Acts of S. Sylveſter, which were 
forged 


$4 


a0 th — Ai Mop rent P᷑ ᷣ—ᷣ— — ⸗ ne i ¶ꝶnʃ⁶ een ut oe — << > — 


<4 * 3 < ky & ws if * & 4% $4 th. 
4 ' 


— 0 


4 ren . ö 


, 4 + $a 


40 2 Sermon 


* 


forged in the eighth Century; and that probably by Pope Adrian I. for 
he firſt quoted them. And he may juſtly be ſuſpected to be the Author of 
that body of Law, which, under the name of St. Iſidor Collection, was ge- 
nerally reccived within a hundred years after; and which obtains to this day 
in the Roman Church, though the learned men among them are convinced 
and own that it is an errant hcap o? Corruption and Forgery. 


Thirdly, for the two Sacraments of the Apo- 
ſtles, they tell us of ſeven, which were inſti. 
tured by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In this Chap- 
ter we read of Baptiſm p. 41. and we read of 
breaking of Bread in my Text. Here are two; 
but where are the other five? They were not 
thought of at that time, for ought that appears 


C) 1 Cor. x. to us in Scripture. (a) Nay it dork nor ap- 


2,3, 4. and pear in a thouſand years after. It was eleven hun- 
S fluß wen- dred years after, when Peter Lombard wrote his 


tions only Book of the Sentences, before which they can- 


— wr not find the leaſt mention („) of that number 


Supper. of Sacraments. 


(b) Bellarm. de Sacram. II. Cap. 24. endeavours to ſhew that each of 
the five has been called a Sacrament by one or other of the Fathers; (and 
the like he might have ſhewn of twenty things more.) But he could not 
produce one Father, that either ſaid there were ſeven Sacraments of Chrifts 


Inſtituting or that ſpoke of all theſe as being ſuch, or of ſo many as 


would make up that Number. Only he fays Cap. 25. The Maſter of the 
Sentences, and all Divines ſince his time. have delivered that there are ſeven 
Sacraments, And adds, if this be falſe, the whole Church for four hundred 


years muſt have erred moft perniciouſly. He might have ſaid the whole Roman 
Church, and we ſhould not much have differed about it. 


But 


__—_ 
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But to ſpeak of no more than that menti- 
oned in my Text. Where is the breaking of 
bread ? As they receive it in the Roman Church, 
there is neither breaking nor bread (a) in their 5 32 = 
Sacrament. Where is the .Communion (b) of the Wafer 


Chriſts Body and Blood > Their daily Worſhip 2 


is the Mals. But their Maſs is no Communion( c). of Tran. 
The Prieſt only Conſecrates and eats, while ſtantiation. 
all the people ſtand by and adore. Was there pm 


. g „ Liturgic. c. 
ever ſuch a thing heard of in the Primitive (d) 27. * 


times? In thoſe times, none were ſuffered to then of uſe. 
For the Sen- 


be preſent but only (d) ſuch as received. And ſes have 16 


if any were preſent, they were puniſhable (e) to do about 
if they did not receive. What could they SO 


have thought of ſuch a Sacrament as is now Bread. 
the daily Worſhip (F) of the Roman Church? () 1 Cor. 


x. 16, 

(c) Verſe xvii. Far we being many are one bread and one body, For we are all 
artakers, &c. If that be a good reaſon; then they which are not partakers, 
ave not that Communion. So tis inferred by the twelfth Council of Toledo 

Can. 5. That they who do not cat are not partakers of the Altar. Concil, Ed. 


Lab. Tom. VI. 1230. B. 


(d) Juſtin M. Apol. 11. p. 97. E. They give to Every one that is preſent to re- 
ceive of that which is Con ſecrated. So. p. 98. E. The giving and receiving of the 


Conſecrated things js to Every one. 


Apoſt. Conſtit. VIII. 13. Concil. Ed. Labb. Tom. I. 433.E. The Biſhop 
receives, and then the Prieſts, &c. and then - All the people in order. Again, 
485. A. Let the thirty third Pſalm be ſaid while all the reſt are receiving, 
end whenall the menand all the women have received, Let the Deacons take what 
is left, &c. The ſame may be obſerved in all the Antient Liturgies. 


* (e) Chryſoſt. 


ad 
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Chryſoſt. in Epheſ. Serm. 3. Tom. III. 778. 26. Te hear Proclamation 


made, As mad & are in Penauce be gone, As maiy #s do not Recerve are in 
Penance. 


Ib. p. 779. 3. Hm is it that you tary, and dyn partake of the Table? You 
are Vnworthy., you ſays then you are ſo of Communi n in Prayers Tour Eyes are 
mnworthy of theſe ſights, ans yrcrr Ears are unworthy, & 7, 


Ib. Line 13. Tt 55 no more lawful for you to be here, than for one that is not 
Chriſtued. 


(e) Apoſtol. Can. 9. Repetcd and explained by the Council of Antioch, 
Can. 2. Concil. Edit. Labb, Tom. II. p. 56 1. D. Th.t all that come to Church, 
and bear the Holy Serituress but do not join in Prayer with the People, or decline 
the Receiving of the Euchariſt. therein doing diſorderly, theſe muſt be cuſt ont of 
te Chreb by Excommunication. 


Greg. I. Dialog, II. c. 23. At Maſs according to the Cultom, the Deacon cried. 
Ir ary one do not Receive, let him give Place. 


Gratian, Dcerct. de Conſcer. diſt. 1.c. 59. And more at large, Dili. 2.c.10. 
Peracta. After the Conſecration, let all Receit e that will not be put out of the 
Church. For fo it was Ordained by the Apottiles, and is held by the Holy Ro- 
man Church. On which words the Gloſs tells us; This it ws Antiently, bit 
now every one is left to do as be pleaſes. 


Cf) Bcllarm. de Miſſa. II. c. 9. Tertia, faith Ve read no where expreſſy 
that ive Antients offered the Sacrifice without the Communion of ſome one or 
more beſide the Prictt, Tet we may eaſily gather it by Conj:ures, His firſt 
Conjecture is from a Canon of the Ccuncil of Nantes, which is not to be 
found but in Jo after the year 1100. His ſccond is from that Canon 


which teaches plainly the contrary, and which therefore J quoted in Note 


Cc) The reſt are ſuch weak colors for the juſtifying of this practice, that 
he might better have only gone about to excuſe it, as he does Cap. 10. 
Septima, by ſaying, That now oftentimes the Pricit alone cats the Sacrifice, 
It is no fault of the Pricts, or the nature of the Sacrifice, but the negligence of 
abe People. But he ſcems to have forgot that at ſome Maſſes the Church docs 
not require the preſence of the Pcople. 


Sure 


— 


| Preached at White © | 43 


— — OO — 


Sure enough in the Apoſtles Church, as 
oft as they met to Worſhip God, they All did 
eat of that one bread. 1 Cor. x. 17. And they 
All were made to drink into one Spirit. 1 Cor. 
xii. 13. 

And whereas of this laſt, our Saviour lia- 
ving ſaid to his Diſciples, who were then Lay- 
men, Drink ge (a) all of it; St. Mark takes () Matth. 
particular notice, (6) that they all drank of it , 27: 
which practice (we lee) was followed in the (% Mar- xis. 
Apoſtolic (c) Church: The Roman (9 Church 985 
will let her Laity drink none of it. None of the (</ | on 
Cup of bleſsing which we bleſs; Bur the Cup of Srink uh 2 
Unbleſſed Wine, the Ablution as they call it: %, the 
A trick which they brought up in thole corrupt 4 25 = 
ignorant times, I know not why, if not on 25. Te et 


purpole to deceive rhe people, that they may = pe 
not miſs the Wine, though they have none of eu 


the Bleſſing. So far they are removed from 1 13: * 
have been all 


the Original Church in her Sacraments, made to drink. 

| So Juſtin M. 
Apol. 2. p. 97. E. and 98. E. declarcs the manner of thoſe times, that every 
one of the people that were prefout at the Sacrament did receive it in 
both kinds. 

(d) It appcars that this manner was continued in following Agcs, it docs 
not appear that it was changed in any Church, till that Doctrine came in 
which requires men to disbelieve their Senſes. This being hard to do in 
that part of che Sacrament, the Cup was taken away by degrees in theſe 
Weſton Churchcs. | 
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The firſt that writ for this uſe, (as far as I can find) was Giſebertur, that 
lived about the year eleven hundred. Aquinus, that lived about one hundred 
and fifty years atter, ſays that then this new manner was providently ob- 
fſerikd in ſome Churches, Summ. Part. III. q. 80. art. 12. in Corp. After 
one hundred and fifty years more was the Council of Conſtance, which 
enjoin'd it to all; and that with a bold nen obtante to all that Chriſt had 
ſaid or done to the contrary. For thus the Decrce, Sell. 13. Concil. Ed. Labb. 
Tom. XII. eo. B, C. Thigh Chrit adminitired this Sacrament to his Diſci- 
ples in both kinds, of bread and mine; yet Notwi:htanding this, the ap- 
proved Cuſtom of the Church is otherwiſe, And though in the Primitive 
Church this Sacrament was then received by the faithful in both kinds , Tet this 
Cuſtom was brought up with good reaſoms for the avoiding of ſome Perils and 
Scandals, &c. It ſeems they were ſuch as Chriti did not foreſee, or the 
Anticnt Church did not find, for otherwiſe this had not been then to do. 


Laſtly, for the Worſhip of God, here cal- 
led the Apoſtles Prayers, There arc many things 
in the Roman Church, whereof ſome were 
forbidden by the Apoſtles, and others can- 
not conſiſt with their Doctrine. 

The chief part of her Worſhip is the Sa- 
crifice of the Maſs ; and that is declared, in the 
Creed before-mentioned, to be a true proper 
propitiatory Sacrifice for the —_ and the dead. 

lt makes This horrible affront of Chriſts Sacrifice, (a) 
the Sacrince 

of Chriſt as much lower in daluc, as it is oftener offered than the Levitical Sacrifices. 
For the reaſon of their being often offered was becauſe of their inſufficiency 
20 take away fin. Heb. x. 11. Had Chriſts Sacrifice been like theirs, he wrt 
eften have ſufered, Heb. ix. 2 5, 26. He mult have oftentimes offered the ſame Sa- 
crifice, Hcb. x. 11. As they fay he doth at every Maſs in the Roman Church. 


But this he necded ut, Chritis Once was enough. Heb. vii. 27. and ix. 12, 26,28. 
and x. 10. He offered one Sacrifice for ſin for ever. Heb. x. 12. and by that one of- 


fering be hath perfefied for ever them that are SanGified, V. 14. So that there is 


nd more offering for ſin, V. 18. No more true proper propitiatory Sacrifice. 4 
5 an 


— — 
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and abuſe of his Sacrament (a) together, was () The Sa- 


brought in upon the back of that Doctrine qe fa Pu 
of the Corpereal Preſence. When, accord- Sper was 
ing to that Doctrine, the Prieſt hath made ———— 


; . or the 18- 
Chriſt; Next he is to kill him, or do ſomthing — 
as bad; for they pretend to (b) ſacrifice him 3 re 

cntation ot 
to God. the propitia- 
. tory Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt, to be offered or made by every belicver. He takes, cat-, 
drinks ; he Does this, in remembrange of Chriſt. Luk. xxii. 19. and ſo doing 
he ſheweth forth the death of Chriſt, 1 Cor. xi. 26. and applicth to hini{clt 
Chriſts ody broken and his blood ſhed for us. There goes with it an Encha- 
riſtical Sacrifice, ihat is, before the Sacrament an Oblation ſolemnly preſented 
to God: in, and after it, a Spiritual Sacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving, 
an offering of our ſclves fouls and bodies. For this every Chriſtian is a Priclt 
1 Pet. ii. 5. The manner ot it is thus deſcribed in the old Roman Miſſal ſet 
forth by Pamelius. After the reading of the Goſpch the Offertory is ſung, 
and the Oblations are offered by the people: out of which, Bread and Mine are 
ſet upon the Altar to be Conſecrated; and the Prayer is ſaid over the Oblati- 
ons. After this the Prieſt began the Canon of the Maſs, and (aid the Comr- 
memoration in theſe words, Remember Lord, all here preſent, who offer to thee 
this Sacrifice of praiſe, for themſelves and all theirs, Menardi Sacr. Gregor. 
p. 2. In thoſe times men {aw the Oblations to which thoſe words did re- 
fer. But afterward when there was no more ſuch offering, and no more 
breaking of Bread, but a Wafer to be offered by the Prieſt for the People, then 
the Anticnt form was improper, and therefore they altered it thus. Remember 
Lord all here preſent, for whom Ie offer to thee, &c. So it ſtands now in 
the Romas Miſſal. Where all the other Praycrs, which were deſigned for 
the Euchariſt, are miſapplied to the new Propitiatory Sacrifice. And yet 
ſtill they continue theſe following words of the Prayer atter the Diptychs; 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, By whom thou. O Lord Createſt all theſe things 
always good, &c. and giveſt them to us, This they ſay over the Water 


and Wine after Conſecration. Of the Creatures of Bread and Wine, See the 
end of Page 47. | | 


Cb) Bell. 


— — fe — — - 


44 4 > - * 2 » > . 
7 2 * . Fo 9 1 £2.66 


— — 


PR + 291 — 
4 aw % wow _— 

* * 
E 8 


* 


Fa 


£4. v4 iii —— 


= » — — Die ICS 
= " - p , FS * * 7 25 - 
r A — 
"ND dee + _ „ * a 


- 
TOC Bc ome Bey 
4 eq * 3 3 4 * N 


33 1 


j ay, "LE . . 
* „ e 
ws SHE” 12 4 


— by 4 
Perm nb 4d 
ab I. nt, 


my 
+ 4 F 
mW 


: 4 64) „ yr © ' 4 ** 
e 


46 A Sermon 


— ᷑ꝓꝗ 1te— 


(b) Bell. de Mita, Lib. I. Cap 2. Secundo. ſaith, All things whatſoever 
that are called S :crifices in Scripture were of neceſſity to ve deitreyed : and that 
hy Killing them, it they were lit ing things > if withent life, by Burning them, Cc. 


How this is done, the Divines of that 
Bm. de Church (a) are not yet agreed. It were well 
Mita. Lib. I. it, at leaſt, they could tell Why they do it. 
9 For they had need, for ſuch a Sacrifice, to 
rr, Vir have a clear Inſtitution from God. Bur they 


' 02 cannot pretend to that. There is nothing 
oc Mace Clearly for it in all the Texts that they bring 


* as NS 
Or Con ecr. 21. 


c:4x,&c© out of Scripture. This they were told aloud at 
the Council of Trent (b) : and others ſince have 
£ 7 * . . d d 

. acknowledged (c) it. They pretend indee 


— — 


Tut. 24. Pr. that it is clear in the Tradition of the Fathers. 


ih 4”: But for the Fathers that received the Scripture 
ck from the 8 it is evident (d) that they 
P:/aricin» could not find any ſuch thing in it. Nor 


_ % could any of them (e) that lived in the fitſt fix 
+ Sai hundred years. Nay they were to ſeek for 


of ve Y jt that lived above à thouſand years after the 


cannot be ; 
Sed From Apoſtles times. t) 

ped fro 
Scriptiere 2 : & 
lone, witlt Traiticn: particularly, that it cannet be proved, from Chris words at 
the lat Sutter, but by the 1m cxpoſitim of the Fathers, He adds, that 
They did rot ſo under tand it, as if their ſenſe were of Faith. 


The truth is, the Ancient Fathers did not ſo anderitand our Saviours words, 
nor perhaps did many of the Tre Fathers themſclecs. For when the queſti- 


—— — 


Preached at W hite-Hall. 47 


— — — 


Card. Pa//ricin⁰ XVII. 13. 11, &. It was alleged on the one hand. that 
if that at the lait Supper was a true Propitiatory Sacritice, then that upon the 
Croſs could be only in remembrance of this: and on the otter hand, it it was 
not ſuch a Sacrifice, then there was no fuch Sacrifice Inſtituted by Chitt; tor 
the words of Intixution, Hoe Facite, could refer to nothing elſe but to what 
was done then and there. (I have ſhewed that they refer to theſe words, 
Take, Eat. Priik;, and were ſpoken to the Diſciples, as Communicarts, 
and no otherwiſe.) Atter much time and hcat. at laſt the Doctrine was 
{ct down in theſe words, t at the lat S, CH offered himſelf for 
4 Sacrifice, without {ayving whether Propitiatory, or Eucharittical, But nct- 
ther did this ſatistic, faith Cardinal Palluricino, XVIII. 9. 3. 


c.) Suarcz in tertiam Aquin. diſp. 41. art. I. Secundò poteſt. faith, 
the New Jet ument there are no convincing teſtimnies to prove that there i 
true proper Sacrifice under the Goſpel, 


(d) None before Juin Mirtyr ſpcaks of Sacrifice among Chriſtians; un- 
leis Clemens Ron tus, in his Epitt, ad Cor. 9. 36. Where he calls Chriſt be 
High Prieſt of ou offerings. But he ſpeaks only of the Sacrifice of praiſe, and 
contrite hearts. Ibid. and g. 52. | 


But for Jin in his Book againſt Tryphon, p. 344. c. He proves that we 
are all a Holy Prieſthood, becauſe God accepts none but Prictts : and yct all 
that offer the Sacritices which Chriſt delivered, in the Euchariſt, or bluling 
of Bread and Wine, arc accepted of God. And whereas the Jews ſay that, 
ſince they have no temple, now their Prayers are their Sacritice : So, ſaith he, 
I ſay; that Prayers and Thanksgivings, offered by them that are Worthy, arc 
the Only perfect Sacritices and acceptable to God. For Chriltians have 
learnt to offer thele things Only; and that even in commemoration of 
that food in which there is a rcmembrance ot the Pathon of Chriſt. 


The next Father was Trenæus, who writing adrerſirs Hereſes, Lib IV.Cap.32, 
and 34. ſheweth, that in the Oblation at the Euchariti thoſe things which 
were offered to God according to the cuſtom of thoſe times were no other 
than his own Creatrres of Bread and Vine. Sec the end of Page 45. And con- 
cludcs, that or Altar is in Heaven for thither it is that we fend up our Prayers 
and Oblations, Which laſt words being taken into the Canon of the Roman 
Maſs remain there for a Teſtimony againſt their new Doctrine. 


(e) Euſeb. 
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(e) Euſeb. demontir, Evang. Lib, I. Cap. 10. Edit. Pariſ. 162 S. p. 38. C. 
Chriſt offered to God that eminent Sacrince tor the Salvation ot us all, ard deli- 
zered to ut 3 memorial to offer t» Gd continualy in tead of 4 Sacrifice. A- 
gain p. 39. A. Ne are taught to celebrate the memorial of tbat Sacrifice | of 
Chritt] en 4 Table by the Symbols of his body ard blod, He gocs on thus 
to the end of that Chapter. 


Auſtin Epili. 2 3. Tom. II. p. 3. B. Towards E.:ter. we ſay to morrow is 
the Lords Paſfon; though it was many ycars ago that he ſutfered, and that 
Paſſion was but Once. So on Eazfter-diy, we fay, to day the Lord aroſe; 
though ſo many years are paſſed ſince his Reſierrectiuaz. Why is no man ſuch 
a too], ro ſay we lie when we ſpeak thus? But becauſe we name theſe days 
upon the account of their Likcneſs to thoſe days in which theſe things 
were done. Was not Chritt but once Offered in Himſclt ? and yet in 
the Sacrament he is Sacrificed by the People, not every Eater, but every 


ce — 
* 


Communion] day; and it is no lie, it being asked one thould anſwer that 


Chriſt is Sacrificed, 

Chry ſoſt. in Hebr. S. 17. p. 523. 15. Ve offer not another Sacrifice, as ive 
Hig? Prict did among the Jews, ] but we effer always the ſame. Nay ra- 
ther we make 2 Remenivrance of the Sacrifice, 

(FY Pet. Lombard Sent. Lib. IV. diſt. 12. Puts the queſtion, Herber 
that which the Prie ĩ det, is called properly 2 Sacrifice ® He anſwers, that 
which is Offered and Cenſecrated by the Priet, is called a Sacrifice and Obl2 
tien; becauſe it is 4 Remembrance and Repreſentuti n of the Trac Sacrifice on 
che Croſs. 


Gratian de Conſecr. II. din. 2. c. 48, 5 1, 53, 54. is plain for the Sacrifice, 
but ſeems to be againtt the Trae Proper Propittztory. 


Some indeed of the Antients haye {poke 
(z) Sce En- Of an unbloody Sacrifice, (a) and that offered by 
ſeb. demonft. 


Evang. lib. 1. c. 10. p. 39, 40. Where he explains it alſo, of a Contrite heart, 
and of Praiſes and Prayers. So in his Eccleſ. Hitt. I. x. c. 4. p. 386. D. and 
life of Cen tant in, lib. iv. c. 45. 


every 
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every (a) Chriſtian ; as well without - the Sa- Chf. 
crament as with it. Bur as they alway de- 3 
nied any more Bloody Sacriſice; So little did 2. In the 
they think of an unbloody co take away fin, dings ore 
and that ſuch as none could offer but the Prieſt. , . 
How much leſs, that Chriſt himſelf muſt be Pri 2nd he 
that Sacrifice; nay,” muſt come from h-aven, ; 
both to offer, and to be offered; and that up- 

on ſuch pitiful ſmall, or needleſs occaſions! 

The moſt common pretence, not to mention 

any (b) worſe, is to fetch a ſoul out of Purga- (4) To 21. 
cory; Which the Prieſt is to do for a ſmall hy a Storm, 


iece of Silver. But they have other devices d "7 
to do the lame thing. Therefore why muſt the Ron 
Chriſt come from Heaven to earn this mony? — 
And be tent on theſe errands ten thouland 
times a day? And every time ſuffer as much 
(c) as it colt him co Redeem all mankind 2 Ce Conc. 
This horrible Myſtery, unknown to former gee 
Ages, was kept for times worthy of ſuch a diſ- 2. * _ 
covery; Thoſe dark diſmal times that brought _ — fame 
in the Groſſeſt errors of Popery. „„ 

Other things in their Worſhip are new and which 
bad Enough, though they do not come up to qi - 
the Monſtrouſneſs of this: Namely, their Croſs, 474 
prayer to Angels, and to Saints departed this 2 9 


life, and their prayer for Souls in Purgato- n x. 
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ry; which things together make up a gteat 
part of their Offices in the Roman Church. 
For the firſt of thele, Prayer to Angels; We 
cannot ſay that there was no ſuch thing ! in 
the Apoſtles times. For an Apoſtle, by mi- 


Cr 3 25 ſtake, was like to have uled it, () but was 


Lien oft forbid by the Angel to whom he Med wor- 
my 1 th 4 80 8 And another Apoſtle writ (b) purpole- 


1 4 v0 
dEcauw its 


OM 15 ly againſt it as being a Superſtition that ſome 
44 * 5 
eg h - would then have brought into the Church. 


D £1 * 2:4 


er pi / Bur rhole inſtances ſufficiently ſhew that it 


3 


«©. Se could be no part of the Apoſtles Prayers. 

a. ir ral; 1 

an ty fellow Servant, &c. Nori God. Again, Rev. xxii. 8, 9. The Apo- 
file was like to have committed the ſame Error, taking the Angel for Chriſt 
whom he repreſented, and in whoſe name he ſpokes verſe 15. ar 4 16. Till he 
was better intormed by the Angel | himſclt. For, Jas Athanaſius cont. Ari- 
anos Orat. 3. Pe 394. B. Argels know tht they are, not of them that are to be 


IWorſnpped, but f them tit are to Worſt > the Lord. The like is ſaid by St. Au- 
#in de vera Relig. c. 55. Tom. I. p. 71 17. C. 


45 Cobofj Il. 18. Let no man beguile you of your Reward, in 4 Tolun- 
try bumutty, I  orſripping of Angels . intra ding into things be hato 
rot dar Whether it was that Si peritirion of the Esens mentioned by 
Feaſepbes de bell. Jud. xi 7. Or wicther that of Sum Magus, fervorg 
8 gel, which was nec gt 4 a fort of IE atry, and condemned ty St. Peter 


the 4A „ee, 28 Ter: . ian jaith, de præſcr. h ret. Co 33. 1 D. 245. B. 


Chruſet. in Coloſſ. S. 1. p. 90. 9. Saith, it was the cnet: deſign of 
tina Epit tle, to beat down the Error of them that de a4areiics te 


God A &y *be Ange! J. 


Ibid. S. 5. Pp. 114. 14. He ſaith, it was the 
heads. 


Ibid. S. 6. p. 27. Trey ſaid. We mu, come to God be bis Au- 
gels > Aid not immediately] by Chriz , for twat is a thing 19 big“ for us. 


« DS 


evil, that put it in their 
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This Error, ſaith Theo doret in his Comment on that Text, continued 
ne amg the People of Coloſſæ md the 1djacent Coumries. And for this 
cauſe a Coimcil met at Laodicer , a City avout twenty miles trom Coloſſe, 
Pride a Law againit Praying to Ange's. It is the 35. Canon of that Coun- 
cil, that ro Chritian 11 lerwe the Churcny ud 0, ard Ve Angels, that 


is, call upon them in Prayer, as all the Scholiatts underliand it, with Theo- 


doret above-mentioned. To do which thirg, thc Council faith, is Secret Ido- 
{.zzry; a charge that fo nearly touches them in the Roman Church, that, 
to avoid it, they have made no Contcience of turning the word Angelos 
into Angulos, and the Senſe of the Canon into Nonlenle, in their Latin 
Editions of that Council. 


For Prayer to Saints, as the Apoſtles have 
left no Example; ſo they could have none 


before them, according to the Doctrine (a) of( + ) They 
hold that all 


the now Roman Church. Nor is there any e 4:4 
colour for it in () Scripture, nor in the (c )bctare Cluili 


Tradition of the Apoſtles Age. There are ein Lin- 
bus Patrum 


many things in both (d) to the contrary. till his Re- 

| ſurrection; 
and therefore could not hear the Prayers of the Living. This is oblerved by 
Bcllarm. de Sauct. Beat. I. 19. Item Exod. Who therefore, as he pretends 
not to bring any Text out ot the New Teſtament, So might have ſpared 
tkoſe which he brings out of the Old Teſtament, to prove the Invocation 
of Saints in Heaven, whichis the thing in Queſtion. 


(Y Card. Perron Replique V. 12. Grantcth, that for Prayer to Saints, 
there is 19 Procefpt nor any formal Example in Scripture. 


Ce) Ibid. W. 19. p. 871. He alſo grantcth, tat in the Authors who lived 
next the times of the Apoſtles — There is not to be found any Footitep of this. 
But he comtorts himſelt, that in them there is nothing repugnant, but all fa- 
--rr4Þ/e to it. Off Which ſee more in the next note. 


(4) For Scripture. 1 Kings viii. 39. Thor Only knoweſt the hearts of al 


min, Pfal. xv. 2. Thou that heareſt Prayer, to thee ſhall All fleſh come. Mat. iv. 10. 
| G 2 Thon 
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Tron ſhalt worſhit the Lord thy God, and vim Only Halt then ſerve, Chritt al- 
{0 theweth us this in his pertect Pattern of Prayer. | 

For the Fathers of the Apoſtles times; Sce Juſtin Martyr before in P. 20. 
Note &. i. The Church of S-:1r-4 in their Epilile concerning Pe earp's death, 
Ars, It was a Calumny of the Fews, who ſaid that we would worthip him 
after his death. For :e cannot lemme Chritt, ner can we worſhip any other. 
Fer we eri him, :5 beirg the Son of God: Put for the Martyrs, as being 
the Diſcig/cs and Followers of the Lord, we love them accordingly, UN. Edit. 
27. Theophilus Antioch.ad Autol. I. p.7 7. A. The King will not allow any 
that bear Oe under him to be called Kings. So neither is it lamtul for 
any to be woriipped tar Cod only, Tertullian. Scorp. c. 4. p. 620, T zmpreſcribed 
rot to call an; other, Goh rr to agore, ner to worthip, any cther, in aviy manner 


— 
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But after ſome hundreds of years; when 
Chriſtianity was the Eſtabliſhed Religion, 
and Heathens came by droves intothe Church; 
It is no wonder that they who in their Gen- 
tiliſm Prayed to Deified men, more than to 
God, were apt to run into this Superſtiti— 
on. They were ſtill for a Religion that 
would affect the ſenſe. And they found mat- 
ter for it at the Memories of the Martyrs; 
where from the Miracles that were wrought 
for the Teſtimony of their Faith, They took 
occaſion to treat the Saints as before they 

6 Anfin had done their Heathen ( a ) Gods, and to 


Eon .lib. addreſs themſelves to them for thoſe Tem- 
6. c. 2. Tom. 

I. p. 108. B. Saith, I: wits the Cutom in Afric to bring Pot ages ard Bread 
and ine to the Mprumerts of the Saints, And thus his mother Menica did 
till St. Amnbroſe rebuked her for it. The like was done in other Coun- 
tries. It was a Cx tem brought in out of Heatheniſm. | 


poral 


Wo er nes — 
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poral (4) benefits which they rook to be con- 


—— 


() Auſtin 


ferred by their means. 1 
Sanctis 47. 
Ve extct by their Intercefin to receive , the L Temporal benefits, It is 


in the Ry Breviary, the tourth Leſlon in Commune Plarime Mart. extra 
temp. Paſc:. 


It may ſeem ſtrange that ſome of the Fa- 
thers of the Church ſhould give countenance | 
(6) to this popular Error. But however they e 
complicd with the weakneſs of the people, a, ene, 
in hope to promote their Zeal to Religi- S, & c. ud 
on; and perhaps they might have ſome other Rs. 


torical or 


Hypotheſes (c) of their own; yet they writ Poctical 
things (d) which could not conſiſt with this 5 


=. which foun- 
worthip. And ſome of the Fathers (eO) writ d like tor- 
directly againſt it. They aſſerted to God mal drain 
7 ” e CY 
( f ) che whole duty of Worſhip. They own- A 2 
ed no other Mediator but Chriſt. (g) This ſo intended: 
they all acknowledged to be the ſenſe of che h I 
9 Catholic Church. ling upon 
Saints with 
theſe Additions. If wor Five an ferfe, er if you bave any care of our matters : 
Which plainly thewerh that he ſpokc in imitation of the Heathen Orators and 
Poets. or of the Academic Philoſophers who held nothing certain conceru- 
ing the ſtate of departed fouls. Greg. Naz. in Gurgomiam, & Stelit. 1. 


Cc Baſil ard Auitin have ſome taſt of that Platonic Opinion; That 
fouls hover about thoſe places where their bodies or any part of them is 
laid. And hence they thought that the ſouls of the Martyrs might be 
preſent to hear and to ditpatch theie ſuits that were made at their Me- 
morics. Baf'; Ot St. 11m; Tom. I. p. 59 5. D. Aug. de Cura pro mort. c. 16. 
Tom. IV. p. 89 2. B. 5 


(d) St. Au 
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ide \eri Religione. ©. 3 Jom t. p. 715. C. Says 
Wend of den me: hond be no g 


_ = y 1 
part of our Religin. If they hort 
* . 7 os N ? 7 7 N. : * 5 7 , s : N 2 
lara rity, — : ane t. be vonomred for Imutation, not to be .-. iped vr 


Kc Pe * 
I ) 4 3. . . . 7 ba * - ” w J. * 5 
Fe} Empian. her. 79. cap. 5. Neuber & Elias to be worſhipred,. 
r 2 IS, 3 1 7. 1 5 . , =” p N 8 8 ; 
el be i. among the lx ing ner is John to le worfeipred  ——727 is Tecla, 
' > . 7 j 
non any of te Sets worſhipped: and cap. 7. Thb Mary wir 2 mt ex- 


2 7 be » 4 * 2 — 15 2 > OS, AT 
ce. leut perſon ard holy, and honcured; yet not ſo as to be marſbippea. 


(t Greg. Nyſſen. Cont, Eunom. or. 4. Edit. Pris 1635. Tom. II. p. 


146. B. Je are tauglit to conſider every Creature as being mmi, the Pi- 
ine Nature, ard to worſhip and adore tb Nature Ou) hieb is ut C- 


C4 0 


Aug, de Quart. Animæ, c. 34 Tom. I. p. 598. C. Þ is Pi inely 474 
fugularl) delit ered in the Catbolic Crurce, that the ſon! is to m u Cree 
tire, but him only that is the Creator of all things. 


C g Aug. in Fal. lxvi. Tom. VIII. p. 661. B. He ale of them that bath 
worn fleſh, there within the veil makes Interceſſion for as. 


Id. cont. Parmen. l. 2. c. 8. Tom. VII. p. 32. B. He who Intercedes 
tor all, and none tor him, is the orly and true Mediator. 


(+) That this is not the ſenſe of the now Roman Church, appears by 
the I:dex Exturgatorins, Ed. Madrit, 1667, Which on thoſe words of 
Nyſſen Note t) bids, rike owt the mera Only. p. 146. Col. 1. from the In- 
dex of Epiphanius, bids tribe cut thoſe words, That no Creature is to be 
mon hipped; and alſo thoſe, that Saints are not to be worſhipped, p. 547. Col. 1. 
and 2. and trom the Index of St. Au fin, /frige owt thoſe words, that enty 
Cod is to be wogbiged; and alſo thoſe, that Saints are to be honzered, ard 
xit worſhipped, p. 50, Col. 2. and p. 57. Col. 2. We may be ſure that what 
they Uulike is not their own Doctrine. 


But the darker times grew, the more that 
Error prevailed. The people led their 
Guides, and tolled them on with worldly 
advantage; who repaied them with lying 

| | (4) won- 


—— — ———ä—— Are ene 


Preached at White-Hall l 55 


(a) Wonders and Viſions to confirm them 1n {+ peta, 
their Error. At laſt by Poetry (6) it got in- de Sande. 

to the Offices of the Church. And yet chen _ 
they had no Doctrine ſufficient to bear it. quintoſhews 


A thouſand years ( after Chriſt they were _—_ wy: 
- . 1 - To Oy 
not {ure that the Saints heard their Prayers, Vijons aud 
or that the Saints (Hare in Heaven, which Munch, 
is the very Foundation of their worſhip. ) 55 
Their very Prayers (e) taught them the con- Hiumns and 
* 110335 
trary. And therefore they that came after, al- Antiphons. 
tered them in ſome places. But yet ſtill rating 
: _ 1 Cc) Gratian 
there is enough left in the Maſs Book () to deer. 11. 
ſhew them how far they are removed from ,s 
MD ! 2. C. 29. 1 
the Old RM Church. Caſe has his 
ia 
theſe words. Cratiun moves the Que tion, Whether they that are departed 
this life m wat is done here by the liring ? and he Auſwereth twat tory d 
n't. : 
Lombard Sent. J. 4. c. 45. Sed forte. Puts the Queſtion IYhether 
S. nta hear the Prayers of their Petitioners ? and he anſwereth, that it is 
ot Incredible tat they do. This was far enough from a certainty. 

(4) Corc. Trent. Seſſ. ult. Founds this worſhip on this Doctrine, 
That the Sis are in Heaven and reign with Chrit, This is the Found 
tin of at, faith Bellarmin de Sanct. Beat. in Præf. For therefore the 
Sorls of the Proteis and Patriarchs were not ſo worſhipped and called upon, 
as we now worſhip and cal upon the Apotles and Martyrs, becauſe they were 
ot kept ſpurt up in the infernal Priſons. 


Now that all deccaſed Chriſtians are ſhut up in like manner, (the Saints 
not excepted._) was the Doctrine of the Old Romm Church. For thus 
the Prayed; Lord remember all thy Servants and All thy Handmaids, who 
e gone before us wit? the ſign of Faith, and woo ſleeps the ſleep of 
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cee. Grant to all that reſt in Chrtt a place of Refreſhing, and of Light and 
Peace, we humbly beſecch thee, Liturg. Gregor. in Bibl. Patr. Gr. Lat. 
Tom. II. p. 129. C. 


Therctore alſo, in their Maſſes for any Biſhop that died, they prayed 
thus; Grant, O Lord, that this Oblation may profit the Soul of thy ſervant 
, bihop Such a one. Gregor. Sacram. ſuper Oblata, Edit. Mcnardi. p. 
227. and Edit. Pamclii. p. 385. And thus they Prayed yearly for Pope 
Les I. on his day ue, 28. as appears in Edit. Menardi. p. 112. and 
thus tor Pope Gregory 1. on his day, Mich 12. as appears in Edit. Pa- 
nielii. p. 209. | 


But in the now Roman Miſſal all theſe Prayers are changed. And 
great rcafon they ſhould be ſo, when the Church has changed her Do- 
ctrinz. For as the Gloſs faith of Les, Arntiently the Church prayed for 
mm, but Now: he prayeth fur us, and ſo the Church Office was cyanged. 
Gregor. Decr, III. 41. 6, Tertio Loco. Therefore now the Prayer on 
thoſe Saints-days is thus; Grant, Lord, that this Oblation may proft Us 
by the Interceſſion of thy fervans Leo, or Gregor, And yet in the Office 
tro defunctis; and that as well for any other, as for a Bichop; the words 
are ſtill, (what they uſed for thoſe Saints in former times,) Grant, O 
Lord, that this Oblation may profit the Soul of thy Servant Such a one. 


And tor that Prayer above-mentioned, in Canon Miſſæ Commem. pro 
defunctis, they fit left our thoſe words Al ty Servants and All thy 
Hand-maids, and Prayed thus, Led remember Them who have gone before us, 
as it ſtandeth in Ed. Pamelii. p. 182. But the word Them extending to 
Saints as well as others, they altered it again, Remember Lord thy Ser- 
rants and Hard-maids N. and N. wi» are gone befre us, But ſtill the 
end ot that Prayer remains as it was, Craut Al that reit in. Chritt a place 
of refreſhing, and of light and peace, we humbly bejcecy twees They that 
Made this Prayer did not believe that the Saints were already in Heaven 
and therctore they knew not the Foundation of theſe Prayers to Saints 
that are now uſcd in the Roman Church. | | 


The Prayers for Souls in Purgatory could 
be no antienter than the Doctrine of Pur- 
gatory was. And therefore having ſhewn 

| ( a) that 
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(a) that the Apoſtles had no ſuch Doctrine, I © p-24295 
need not prove that theſe were none of their? 
Prayers. But if they prayed for the dead on 

any other () account, it doth not concern / Tim. 
the now Roman Church: For ſhe pretends i. 18. St. Paw! 


(c) not to pray for any dead, but for them that h for 0- 
: neſiphoris 5 


are in Purgatory. : | the Lord 

; f 85 grant unto 
him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that Day : that is, at the day of 
Judgment. He might well be living when St. Paul made that Prayer. 

(c) Cone. Trent. Seſſ. 25. That the Souls which are kept there in Purgatory 
are profited by the Prayers of the Faithful. 
Bellarm. de Purg. lib. 2. c. 38. It is certain that the Prayers of the 
Church do not profit the Bleſſed, nor tie Damned, but only them that live in 
Purgatory. : | 

Azor. Inſtit. Moral, Tom. I.lib. S. c. 20. Neque vero; ſaith, the Greeks pray 
tor the dead: but Certainly neither for the Bleſſed, nor for the Damned, which 
were plainly Abſnrd and Impious. 

The truth is, the Grecks prayed for the Blfſed 3 even for the Virgin 
Mary, and the Apoltles. And ſo did the Antient Roman Church; in thoſe 
Offices which the preſent Roman Church hath both corrupted , and mil- 


applyed. 


And yet to do her Right, ſhe hath not one 
prayer expreſſy for them in all her Offices ,, a 
(d) for the dead, The Reaſon is, becauſe yk for the 


dead, there 


is not the name of Purgatory 3 nor it doth not appear that the Church 
thought of any ſuch thing. The Hymn is wholcly of the day of Judgment. 
The Prayers are for deliverance at that Day: and if they are for any thing 
clic, it is nothing but what is asked for All the Faithtul as much as tor any 
perſon. The Leſſons and Sequences are all — the Reſurrection, There 

is 


5 8 2 Seruon 
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is not among them One Text of moſs Many that are brought tor the proof 
ot Purgatory : except only 2 Mac, xii. 43. Which according to the Roman 
Boing thould be rather tor Lines, than for Purgatory 3 But indeed it 
relas to neither, but (as the Othce icant Ko the ReſurreAion, 


choſe Offices were made before that Fiction 


They are Was generally believed. The Offices were fit- 
2 48 
* able ted to thoſe Doctrines (a) which were Then 


nough to ſe- in the Roman Church; Which Cas I have 
a cory wle ſhewn) () were much difterent from what 
concerning the hath now. So Where their Doctrines | 
aki were doubttul, there the Prayers are in am- 
ae mentio- biguous (c) terms. But they are plain enough 
12d betone in chat which is of Faith; that is, where they 


. 285 No C 

71 pray (d) (as we do,) for a bleſſed Reſurre- 
C: 5 Sce, P · 55, ction. : 

56, 


2 Mil. peo dctunF. Oxcrtorium 3 Lor 1 Fe 11 ——delnov the Pruls of All 
Furt tu dercn from the Pains of Hell that they. may not fol into darknels + 
Et that the (tandard-bearcr St. Michael may Carry them anto ctern A! lizht. 


Ibid. The Prayer 1 in the Obits; Ne pra\ thee for the ſour] of toy Scrrzut N. 
hut thou wo det not deliver it into the hands f the Fact. nr forget it for ever > 
but comnand it to be reccited by thy Holy Angels, and be led 15 the Lind of tbe 
Liting > That he may come to repyce in the Cos FU of thy Saiuts > So Mi. Sarum. 
That he „7j Hot ſteffer Eternal pains but p. Ml Eternal joys So the Old Rom. 


But the New has chan Zed Eternal into I. 2 N. 45S being more for the ſenſe ot 
the preſent Church. 


(4) Ib. Tra Tus. Abſol: ty O Lor. 4. the Souls of a! the Fatt acceai? 


fr am ever ry bmd 07 ' their (ras and by the aid of thy Grace let them obtain to el- 


cape the Judement of Iengeance, and t0 enjoy the blefſedneſs of Eternal 
L. 


Ib. 


— — 
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iH. ſerteut from ren bon! of his ſins, tat, in tie glory of the Kein 
ion, he being Raifed again may, ſute refreſment among thy Saints and chotcn 


0. 


But becauſe that is aſſured to all that die in 
Chriſt, whether in a Perfect or Iinperfect e- 
ſtate; and men will not buy Prayers for that 
which will come without asking: Therefore 
to get their mony, there was no better way, 
than to perſuade them that their friends, 
might be fetched out of Purgatory, or might 
be ealed in it, by ſuch Prayers as were then 
uſed in the Church. There might have been 
new Prayers made for the purpoſe. But as 
bad as times were, in that darkneſs of Popery, 
ſome would have declared againſt ſuch a 
grofs Innovation. Therefore it was thought 
enough to keep the old Prayers, and get the 
Church to interpret them, as ſhe hath done 
( a) ſufficiently to ſhew her own Novelty in {/ © 
this matter. 427 der Of 


Prout ry. 
Let the Biſhops take care, that the ſuſſ-ages of the living Faith fil, vii. the 
Sz:rifices of Maſſes and Prayers, &c. which have been ua made for the 
Faithful deceafed, be made according to the Orduance of the Church. 


For the other parts of their Worſhip, we 
read that the Primitive Chriſtians, that lived 


next the Apoſtles times, had their Leſſuns from 
IH. the 
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( a) ce p. the Scriptures (a) of the Old and New Te— 


20. Note, d. b, > 
ſtament. So they have ſome likewiſe in the 
Roman Church. But for every ſuch Leſſon, 
they have Two Leſſons out of other Books: 
And no ſmall part of them (I ſay no more 
N 8 
1 than I can prove, ) are as arrant Fables (6) 
x >. . 
whom they as any that are in the Heathen Poets. 
make tharcrs 
with Chrili in their Prayers, and pray to God to be heard for their Merits and 
Interceſſion, not a tew ot the Perſons themſelves are meer Fictions 3 as 
St. Chri toher, St. Parne!. St. C HDerine, St. Wiritrid, St. Vrſulu and her eleven 
thouſird companions. Moſt of the others are of doubttul Authority: and 
Some. tor ought they can know, and as they have reaſon to tear, are Damned 
Souls: as Pope Steven, Pope Marcelinus, Pope Felix II, St. Ihen Becker, St. Do- 
minic, But of the true Saints, not a. te of their ſtories are Fables; as thoſe 
of the Im maculate Conception, Preſentation , and Affumption of the Vir- 
gin May; of the Apparition ot St. Michael], May, 8. Of the Martyrdoms 
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ot ſome Apoſtles, Of almoſt all the àntient Popes, Of St. Deris and his 
Ry fellows, &c. Add the Tales ot St. Peters chains, Auguſt, 1. Of the Dedi- 
* cation of the Later, and the IAtican Churches, Novemb. 9. and 18. 


FRIES F" : 
1 4 
2 


For the Language of their Prayers and Of- 
fices in their Church; it is all in Latin, and 
that is an Unknown tongue. It is a chance if 
any there underſtands it. And their Church 


(c) Conc. is hot concerned (c) that they ſhould under- 
Trent Seſl. . | | 
22. cap. S. It bath ſeemed to the Fathers not to be expedient that every where 
Maſs ſponld be ſaid in the Vulgar Tongue. There is an Order indeed, that 
oftentimes between the Maſſes ſcme body ſhould exporrd Somthing to the 
people of what is read to them in the Ma/5, Suppoſe ſome part of the Goſpel, 
or the like. But that will not make them able to join with him that 
reads it, And Bellarmin. ſaith, in theſe Nyjeries there are Many things nee 
| | | ught 
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| Onght to be ſecret ; meaning I ſuppoſe, that the People Ouglit not to under- 
tand them. Bellar. de Verbo Dei. I. II. c. 15. Septimò. 

ſtand it: But St. Paul was; as we read, 1 Cor. xiv. 
14. /I pray, ſaith he, in an Unknown tongue, 
my Spirit prays, but my Underſtanding is unfruitful. 
But I will pray with the Spirit, and I will pray 
with the linde, ſtanding alſo. Again, verſe 16. 
How ſhall he that ſtands in the room of the un- 
learned jay, Amen, at thy giving of thanks? ſee- 
ing be Underſtands not what thou ſayeſt. Again, 
verſe 9. In the Church I had rather ſpeak five 
words with my Underſtanding, that by my voice 1 
might teach others alſo, than ten thouſand words in 
an Unknown tongue. Thele are plain Texts of 
Scripture, which the Roman Church evidently 
tranſgreſſing, does wiſely no doubt to keep the 
Scriptures from the Reading or Underſtand- 
ing of her people. For otherwiſe, it could 
be no great comfort to them, to find how 
directly ſhe goes againſt, as well the Precepts, 
as the Practice of the Apoſtles. 

I ſhave ſhewn that ſhe doth it, not only in 
One, or a few, Inſtances; But in Many, and 
thoſe of the greateſt note; In all the Notes 
that the Apoſtles have given us of a true Chri- 
ſtian Church. 


. 


Having 
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Having given this account of her that calls 
her ſelf the Catholic Church; Having ſhewn 
how tar the is removed from this Church 
in my Text; I ſhall not pals any judgment 
upon her, as the peremptorily doth upon 
others, damning all that are not of her Com. 
munion : Better leave that to God, and the 
will find ſo at the laſt day. Only, being as 
{he is, I think we have all reaſon to beware 
of her; to thank God that we are at this di- 
ſtance from her; to blels her for her curſes, 
( 49 See (a) that have cauſed that diſtance; to Pray tor 
Ode . 
Nenn her and her Children, that they may be purged 
e from their Errors; And till then, to Watch 
3 , and Pray for our ſelves; and to put ir, at 
Els. t. n Jealt, in our Private Litany, (it ſhall al- 
1. % N. i - . Þ 
174. way be in mine,) from Popery good Lord deliver 
cu. Church Its. 
and Seriice 5 
wit ht Ferie. But when oice tre P of Pope Pius Quintus was come 
an pubi hed. wherein tie @neer max Accrenſed and depoted, and ver Subjects 
ailoarged of ther Ost dien re and On, yeu,, Curſed if the did obe ber; Jun 
«17 they al friih refrain te Curch, iben cu] they vive no more ſacicty 
win us in Prayer, | 


Let us next conſider our own Church; and 
when I ſay our own, I know you all un- 
derſtand me, that I ſpeak of the Church of 


England in the firſt place; and proportiona- 


bly 
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bly of all other Reformed Churches. And 
this I ſay; It any Church wliich holds the 
{ame Doctrine, which retains the ſame Go- 
vernment, hich partakes the fame Sacraments, 
and the fame Ho of God, as they did in 
the 1 times, be a true Apoſtolical 
Church : We are bun to blels God, who 
hath 1 us Where we are; W ho hath 
made us Members of ſuch a Church, which 
hath all thoſe Characters ſo entire and fo vi- 
ſible in it. 

Firſt for Doctrine, we profeſs to believe 
(i the Holy Scriptures, which (I have ſhewn) . Ate 
(b) have been antiently thought to contain 5 
the whole Pocfrine of the Apoſtles. We ac-\ : 8 PO + 
knowledg tor Canonical Scriptures, neither &. | 
lets nor more, than all thole Books (c Ib. Art.. 
whoſe Authority is undoubted in the Church. We And this is 

rofeſs the ſame Faith, and no more, than pr 78 
all Chriſtians have profeſſed in all Ages: fins Book of 
namely (4) that which is. briefly comprized _ 
in the Abele Creed; (e) explained in the pur. 


Creeds called the Nicen, (Hand that of 4% aus. 


Ce) Office of Baptiſm, I ilt thou be Baptized in this Fab I wil. 


1 This alone was en dugh to make one a Catholic in the times of the 


Chritiian Emperors. Cod. Theodel. lib. XVI. Edicta de Fide Catholica. 


th. Ma- 


: 
P--1 
; * 
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thanaſius; and proved in every Article or 
Ca) Canon 85 S . RA 
Anno ee, int \ 8 . L ic Ol) LESPENEES oa en 111 
of Freue er- that lenſe, which is both molt evident in the 
15 1 _ words, and which hath been approved by the 
pain of Ex- CONLent of the Ui: verlal Church. 
communica- 
tion, to teach nothing but nt i Agrecalle io the Old and New Tofament, 
and what the Catholic Fatvers and Artient Bite ps hate gathered cut of that re 
D-oGrin, Statut. 1. Elz. 1. We judg all thote things to be Heretie whici 
were declared fo in the four Geners! Comets: theorem following the Judg- 
ment of the Antient Church. See Arie, Saxon Canon 33. There mere 
tor Comrei's for detence of the Fanv againit Heretics. There were many 
(Cut teil, ſince that time, but theſe four were the mot firm. 


gt 


©) Art. S. Secondly for the Government (b) of our 
Church, as to the Conſtitution of it, it is 
according to the Scripture rules and Primi- 

tive patterns. 
And for the Exerciſe of it; It goes as far 
as the looſeneſs of the Age will bear. If 
(-) Se the this hath weakened the (c) Diſcipline of our 
Commira- Church, we know the lame looſeneſs hath 
FR. the ſame effect ellewhere, even in thoſe 
(4) 107-1: Churches of the Roman Communion : And 
+2 Kc. and it had no leſs in the Church of Corinth (d) 
ice Clemens in the Apoſtles times. | 
1 For the perſons that are emploied in the 
Ce) Art. 23. Miniſtery; (e) They are ſuch as are law- 
72 1 fully called to it; they are Conſecrated and 
tion. | Ordained 
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Ordained for that purpole ; and that (a) ac- ( Proved 


cording to the Scripture and Canons of the 1 


Univerſal Church. They are ſuch as wholly Minit. A gl. 
attend on this very thing, in the Apoſtles () words. (%) Rom. 
And for our Church of England, J may add, xiii. 6. 


without prejudice to any other, we can de- 


rive the Succeſſion (c) of our Biſhops from the ( Mſn 


Apoſtles, as high as moſt Churches can, even 
of them in the Roman Communion. 


Thirdly, for our Sacraments ; (d) we ule the (4) art.z5. 


ſame, and no other thaa thoſe, which Chriſt 
expreſſy left to his Church: I mean, which he 
Voth Inſtituted, and Commanded us to uſe; 
Which can be ſaid of no other than only Bap- 
tiſm, and the Lords Supper. - 

Laſtly, For our Public Worſhip, we have 
cauſe to bleſs God that has given us ſuch a Li- 
turgy; in which, according to all the meaſures 
we have of the Apoſtles, we can ſee nothing 
but whar, as to the Subſtance, is Theirs; And 
our moſt malicious Enemies can tell us of no 
other ill they ſee in it; but only this, that 
the Words of it are Ours. 

The Miniſtration of this Worſhip and of 


theſe Sacraments, is in a Language (e) un- (e) Art. 24. 


derſtood by all thoſe that are concerned in 


them. They can all ſay Amen (F) to their Cf) 1 Cor. 


Prayers. 
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(urge. Prayers. It is performed with ſuch Rites, (a) as 
are not agaialt che word of God, bur are agree- 
(b) Cor. able to it; being only () for order and decency. 
©) Arr, . And we ule them, (c net as necellary in them- 
and Pretaces ſelves, but in obedience to the Authority 
before tte Fhich every Church hach over its own Mem- 
Liturgy. 1 7 1 
e: Ne do, according to Saint Cyprians (d) rule, 
- 45 EE condemn or judy no other Church. We ſeparate 
Cencbag. 4: from none, any otherwiſe, than by purging 
dere bert. our ſelves (e) from th; things, which we be- 
dans lieve to be Corruptions, and Errors: to which 
1653. Can. end ſeveral of thoſe Articles were framed, to 
Frag be lubſcribed by our own Clergy, without 
E--!:1: de- impoſing them on any other. 


y 
Clares: 52: 


te was (s far from being wil. ing to derart from tve Churches of Italy, France, 
Spain, Cermany. Cc. in tut tba the knew toy held and Obſerved; that 
fre diſſcrte f om tiuſe Cburebes in tHo/e Articles Oxly, in which they firt fel a- 
way. 4:70 frem weir own former Integrity, ang / from the dogtolics! Churcyes 
Som oc rvey bad ther Ogi. 


In all theſe N our Church holds a 


Communion, or hath done nothing to break 


it, wich any other National Church; no, not 
wich thoſe of the Roman Communion : and is, 
not only, what they deny, a true Member; bur 
what they are not, a Sound member, of that 
one Holy Catholic Church, which was from 


the 


——— — —— — 
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the beginning, and which will be to the end of 
the world. 

The laſt thing is, having proved we have a 
true Church, to pertuade you, Firſt to continue 
in it ſtedfaſtly. And Secondly in the Belief 
and Practice of thoſe things, by which it ap- 
pears to be a true Church. And Laſth, to 

rofit by them; and ſo to adorn our Holy Re- 
* with a Holy and good Converſation. 

Firſt, to perſuade you ro continue ſtedfaſtly in 

this Church; it is enough, if you are convin- 
ced that you cannot mend your telyes by any 
Change. „ 

Who would not defire to continue where he 
is well > Who would not ſtiek to chat which is 
che beſt he can chuſe > Who would needleſſy 

run the danger of any loſs > Eſpecially of lo- 
{ing himfelf, which is the greateſt lols that is 
| poſſible? and yer That we have reaſon to ex- 
from the juſt indignation of God, if we 
{Hall reject the great benefit that he hath given 
us, to be born in the womb, end bredup in 
che boſom of ſuch a Church. 

No doubt you hear, (for who does not?) 
on every fide the voices of them that would al- 
lure you, or would threaten you out of it. 


But whatſoever they lay, remember what the 
= I 2 Philo- 


— ͤ ʒbu—2— 
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Ea 3 Matth. 
XXIV. 23. 
Mar. Xiii.2 1. 


(John vi. 
608 


Philoſopher made the firſt part of wiſdom, 
pewnr em do not believe all that is ſaid. 
Remember how our Saviour forewarned, (a 
if any tell you, Chriſt is here, or Chriſt is there, be- 
lieve him not. It Antiquity be pretended on 
the one hand, if large boaſts of Purity on the 
other, many fine things are ſaid, believe them 
not. And if many have been ſeduced by theſe 
means, let them anſwer for themſelves: you 
had beſt to look before you follow them. If 
many have fallen off from our Church, ſo did 
many from Chriſt. But ſome were wiſer, 
and conſidered what they ſhould get by it. 
They laid, () whither ſhould we go? Thou haſt 
the words of eternal life. If our Church has but 
that, Whatever ſhe wants elſe, it will be our 
wileſt way co continue in ir, 

But then ſecondly, you are to continue in 
thoſe Characters by which it appears to be a 
true Church: And to exerciſe your Commu- 
nion in all the Acts that belong to theſe Cha- 
racters; namely in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and 
Fellowſhip, and in the Sacraments, and in Prayers. 


(a: Tim. i. Firſt for Doctrine; Hold faſt (c) the form of 
| 2 ) Jude ſound words which you have received.Contend (d) ear- 


verſe 3. 


neſtly for the faith that was once delivered co the Saints. 
Seek it not in muddy Streams, but in the living 
Foun- 


I ro og, 
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Fountains of Scripture. All Scripture (a) is (+) 2 Tim: 
eiven by inſpiration from Cod; and is enough tou. 
make the man of God perfect, and throughly furniſht 
to ever good work. It is lufficient to make us 
wile (6) to ſalvation : So that if we mind only (Vaſe 15. 
that, we have no need of any other; and yet 
we would refuſe no other that could be made 
out, as this is, to be the Doctrine of the Apo- 
ftles of Chritt. 

Secondly, as to the Apoſtles Fetow/hip, we 
have heard it is continued in the Biſhops their 
Succeſſors. Therefore we ought to take heed 
how we break Communion with them. We 
are both to acknowledg, and make ule of their 
Miniſtery ; to obey chem (c) in ſpiritual things, Heb. xiii, 
as being rhole that t give account for our ſouls. 17. 

Thirdly, for the Sacraments and Worſhip of 
God, forſake not the aſſemblmg of your ſelves to- 
gether, (d) nor run into ſeparate Meetings, as (4) Heb. x. 
the manner of ſome is, Some will alway be 25: 
ſtragling ; we cannot help what they do; and 
what they do among themſelves we do not 
enquire, They that are of the Catholic and 
Apoſtolic Church, will be only for the Catho- 
lic and Apoſtolic Sacraments; Namely, for 


5 5 


thoſe which Chriſt himſelf inſtituted in his | 


Church: Baptiſm, by which we are (e) planted (©) Rom. vi. 


into 


— 
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C3) 1 Cor. 


xi. 2 6. 


into Chriſts death; and the Lords Supper, in which 
we keep up the remembrance of it (a) till be comes. 
We have allo the fame worſhip of God, which 
was in the Apoſtles times, and which hath 
been ever ſince in the Church. They who are 
now Saints in Heaven, while they were upon 
earth, prayedto no other bur God only. It 
we pray not to them, they will excuſe us, we 


do as they did. And we do it in affurance that 


(8) Pet. iii. 
2 1 8. 


the lame worſhip which they uſed, will bring 
us (as it did them) to be Saints in Heaven too 


it we continue in it. a | 

Laſtly continuing in the Church, and in all 
the Characters of it, our buſineſs is to profit 
by all theſe; to grow (6b) in grace, and m The 
knowledg of our Lord Jeſus C wi. 

It concerns us, not only to be in a true 
Church, but to ſee that we our lelves are true 
Chriſtians ; and that can no otherwiſe appear, 
than in the likeneſs of Chriſt, in Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs of life. Without this, though 
you be of a true Church, you will not be to 
long, or you will be ſo to no purpele. A 
wicked life will, in time, eat out all the ſenſe 
of Religion; or the more ſenſe one hath, he 
will find the lels comfort in Qurs. Our Reli. 


gion hath no comfort for him that is and will 
0 be 
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be Wicked. Our Religion hath no Purgatory 
to keep him from Hell. Our Religion can 
make him no penny-worths of Heaven. Our 
Religion hath no pardon for fin, but on Re- 

tance; No Repentance, but on real amend- 
ment of Life. He that cannot come to that, 
Alas! what does he in our Religion? As it 
cannot, if he knows it, but be uneaſie to him; 
fo he will make himſelf unworthy of it. He 
will provoke God to deprive him of the bene- 
fit. And it is all one which way he deprives 
him; whether by letting him now run out of 
the Church, or whether by ſhutting him out 
of Heaven at the laſt. For that it will come 
to, when all is done, without holineſs there is 
no coming thither. Without holineſs (a) no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord. None ſhall; If you want 
that, not you in particular; ard then what 
will your 1 ſignifie? Though your 


4) Heb. xii. 
14. 


Church hath all that the Apoſtles Church had, 


What good will this do you, if you periſh in 


it? Though your Ship will go its Voyage, what 


is that to you, if yaudie of a ſurfeit by the way ? 
Though you have the True Doctrine, Commu. 
nion, Sacraments, and Prayers, what com- 


fort will all this give you in that terrible day? 


Vea, what Horror will it be, that being placed 
well 


we 22 
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7z 
= well by God, you are fallen from it? You have 
loſt, you have thrown away that great Bleſſing 
| (x Hcb. vi. that he had given you. „ | 
9. Beloved (a) we hope better things of you, and 


things that accompany Salvation,though we thus ſpeak. 
- 1 Hope, and therefore Pray, that all that 
hear me this day may be the better for bei 
of ſuch a Church. God intended we ſhould 
He has dealt exceeding graciouſſy with us. 
But yet he expects that we ſhould do ſome- 
thing for our ſelves: That conſidering the Op- 


portunity that is put in our hands, Seeing how 


near God has brought us to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Seeing nothing but our own fins be- 
tween us and it, (ſhould that fight make 
us fly out; and ſeek other ways; ways 
that God never made nor will bleſs ? Nay ra- 
ther) we ſhould break through our ſins, and go 


the way that he calls us in his Word; there 


can be no better, there is no other than this. 

So performing his deſign, purſuing the ends 
of our Calling, living ſuitably to our excel- 
lent Religion: We are indeed the followers 


of the Apoſtles in this life, and ſhall be with 


them hercafrer in the bleſſedneſs of Life Ever- 


E23 „ 4 * 
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